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PLANNING AND RE-ENTRY: SUMMARY OF SUPPORT
Building Preparedness:
•
30,000+ COVID-19 signs and decals installed
•
All faucets and showerheads in common areas flushed to proactively prevent
bacterial growth
Caretaking Strategy:
•
13.4 million wipes and 20,685L of hand sanitizer ordered
•
100 electrostatic sprayers deployed for superior and faster disinfection
•
Twice daily disinfection and 24/7 disinfection of areas with symptomatic cases
General Preparedness:
•
Distribution of non-medical masks and critical supplies
•
25,801 active UCheck users
•
475+ unique GATs reviewed; ongoing reviews and support
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PLANNING AND RE-ENTRY: VENTILATION
• Tri-Campus Ventilation Strategy Highlights:
o MERV 13 enhanced filtration installed at all
compatible locations
o Where ventilation systems are scheduled, all have
been adjusted to ensure 2 hours of air flushing preoccupancy
o All HVAC systems reviewed to ensure proper
operations, in addition to regular maintenance
• Fall 2021 Preparedness
o Completing classroom ventilation assessment
o Sourcing local air filtration systems for classrooms
with low ventilation
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PLANNING AND RE-ENTRY: WASTEWATER SURVEILLANCE PILOT
Monitoring COVID-19 by Sampling Wastewater: A Research
Partnership
• Pilot Project underway in 2 of our most populated residences
• Significant partnership including:
o
o
o
o

Faculty in Chemistry and Chemical Engineering,
Ryerson University
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Toronto Public Health

• Initial results of pilot program expected late spring

5

PLANNING AND RE-ENTRY: UCHECK SELF-ASSESSMENT WEB PORTAL
25,801 Active Users (at least one check-in)
1 Expanded Availability

2 Dashboard Distribution

Available to the entire student,
faculty and staff community
across all three campuses

Dynamic real-time dashboard is
available to administration to
monitor status of health screening

3 QR Code Building Checkin Pilot

Leveraging web-based
system to enable QR
code check in and out

STUDENTS
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STUDENTS: QUARANTINE PROGRAMS (FULL AND “AT HOME”)
REGISTERED: 2466

“U of T exceeded
my expectations
with their
Quarantine
program. I didn't
expect it to be this
well organized and
comfortable. 14
days went by like
nothing!”

"I would like to thank
you all for the
assistance provided
during my mandatory
quarantine. You really
made this period
easier. Everything
went smoothly and the
meals were amazing!"

COMPLETED: 2227

“I would sincerely like to
thank the University for
providing me with this
experience. I am very
grateful for the
accommodation and
resources provided,
which definitely helped
me settle in stressfree.”

"Please accept our thanks for the

welcome and care our daughter
received on her arrival to Toronto
and through her quarantine period.
To all the people who arranged,
organized, and supported
everything, assembled care
packages, met her at LBP airport,
prepared meals, delivered meals,
and checked in on her; we are
extremely grateful."

STUDENTS: COVID-19 EMERGENCY GRANTS
• $8.9 million have been disbursed to more
than 6,800 students since mid-March 2020
“As an international student who is
allowed to work only part-time,
it played an essential role to keep
me in school. This award lifted
a bit of the weight on my shoulder
and let me see a clearer vision of
what was ahead of me."

STUDENTS: PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

RESEARCH
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RESEARCH: COVID-19 TIMELINE
March 20
Provincial State
of Emergency
Only exempted
research
continues

June 22
GTA moves
to Stage 2

May 29
On-campus
research
resumes

Type of
Exemption

Number of Exemptions
Approved N=238

Research

133 (44 were COVID-19
critical)

Maintenance
(Equipment,
animals,
etc.)

105

Toronto COVID-19 Action Fund
provided a total of $10.3 million
to 40 high-impact projects

Nov. 14
Toronto
moves to
Control (Red)
Tier

July 31
GTA moves
to Stage 3

July 24
Face-to-face
(F2F) in-person
research resumes

Oct. 9
GTA moves
back to
Stage 2

Dec. 26
Provincewide
Shutdown

Nov. 23
GTA moves to
Lockdown (Grey)
Tier
Non-exempt F2F
in-person
research stops

Jan. 14
State of
Emergency

RESEARCH RESTART STEERING COMMITTEE
•

The RRSC is made up of the VDRs/ADRs/VPRs and representatives from
UTL, University Operations, and ITS
o
The RRSC formally meets biweekly (was weekly until July 21,
2020).
o
Smaller drop-in calls are held on a weekly basis and are well
attended by VDRs/ADRs/VPRs.
o
All these meetings will continue for the foreseeable future.

•

Thanks to the efforts of the RRSC, Deans, Chairs, faculty, staff and
students, we have had a safe and productive research restart and
adaptation
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RESEARCH: RECOVERY AND ADAPTATION
• Research restart and adaptation process:
o
o

Faculty members must submit a research restart request to their unit head using an approved form
Academic divisions approve on-campus plans based on the capacity of buildings and research spaces to accommodate increased occupancy
based on public health guidance. Overall divisional research recovery plans were approved by the Dean and by the AVP (Research Oversight
and Compliance)

o

Modification of previously approved research restart plan uses the same process

o

All those being brought into the research space (including undergraduates) are included in the faculty member's request

o

PIs asked to ensure that everyone works remotely, unless the nature of their work requires them to be on-site

•

For human participants research, most researchers could pivot to virtual methods. For those requiring in-person face-to-face,
we have developed a research recovery plan that includes a return to REB review and which will include a F2F Pre-review
Committee – made up of senior members of the Human Research Ethics Unit and Occupational Health and Safety to review
COVID-19-related risks prior to REB review

•

Off-campus (field) research proposals must demonstrate that the research and travel are both essential, and require an OHS
risk assessment

•

Since October 8:
o

Human Research Ethics: 1502 protocols reviewed

o

Animal Ethics and Compliance: 209 protocols reviewed

o

Research Safety and Compliance: 178 permits reviewed, 554 inspections and 250 environmental tests completed

o

Occupational Health and Safety: 680 assessments completed
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RESEARCH: COMMUNICATIONS
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QUESTIONS?
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