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FOR APPROVAL PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 

TO: UTSC Academic Affairs Committee 

SPONSOR: 
CONTACT INFO: 

Prof. Karin Ruhlandt, Vice-Principal, Academic & Dean 
vpdean.utsc@utoronto.ca 

PRESENTER: 
CONTACT INFO: 

Prof. Katherine R. Larson, Vice-Dean, Teaching, Learning & Undergraduate 
Programs 
vdundergrad.utsc@utoronto.ca 

DATE: October 9, 2025 for October 16, 2025 

AGENDA ITEM: 3 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION: 

Undergraduate Major Modification: Combined Degree Program for UTSC Major Program in Music (HBA) 
with the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) Master of Teaching 

JURISDICTIONAL INFORMATION: 

The UTSC Academic Affairs Committee (AAC) “is concerned with matters affecting the teaching, learning, 
and research functions of the campus (AAC Terms of Reference, Section 4).” Under Section 5.6 of its 
Terms of Reference, the AAC is responsible for the approval of “major and minor modifications to existing 
degree programs.” 

The AAC has responsibility for the approval of major and minor modifications to existing programs as 
defined by the University of Toronto Quality Assurance Process (UTQAP, Sections 3.1 and 3.3).  

GOVERNANCE PATH: 

1. UTSC Academic Affairs Committee [For Approval] (October 16, 2025) 

PREVIOUS ACTION TAKEN: 

No previous action in governance has been taken on this item. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

This is a proposal to introduce a Combined Degree Program (CDP) with a Major in Music (Arts) (formerly 
Music and Culture) at the University of Toronto Scarborough (UTSC) and the Master of Teaching (MT) at 
the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE). 

https://www.vpacademic.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/utqap-2023.pdf


UTSC Academic Affairs Committee – Undergraduate Major Modification: Combined Degree Program for 
UTSC Major Program in Music (HBA) with the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) Master of 

Teaching 
 

Page 2 of 3 
 

A CDP is a program category that allows a student to be registered in two approved degree programs at 
the same time and complete the requirements of both in a way that offers added value beyond pursuing 
the degrees separately. 

UTSC has a longstanding commitment to teacher education, beginning with the Early Teacher Program 
(ETP) in 1992, followed by the Concurrent Teacher Education Program (CTEP), which graduated its final 
cohort in 2018. More recently, UTSC and OISE have collaborated to offer Combined Degree Programs 
with the Master of Teaching. The first suite of 22 CDPs was introduced in 2016–17, followed by an 
additional 28 in 2019–20. Today, UTSC and OISE jointly offer 50 undergraduate/graduate CDPs. 

In Ontario and other provinces, the most common pathway to becoming a licensed music teacher is 
through a Bachelor of Music degree. These programs typically require an entrance audition, which tends 
to favour students pursuing careers in performance rather than education. The Department of Arts, 
Culture and Media at UTSC recognizes that many students possess strong musicianship but may not 
meet the classical training requirements for audition-based programs. These students could nonetheless 
be excellent future educators. 

The proposed CDP will provide students with early (conditional) graduate admission in Year 3 of 
undergraduate study, a clear pathway toward the teaching profession, and access to an enriched 
combination of academic programs. Students who successfully complete the program will earn two 
University of Toronto degrees (HBSc/HBA and MT) and be recommended to the Ontario College of 
Teachers for a Certificate of Qualification, certifying them to teach in Ontario schools. 

Creating a pathway to teacher licensure for UTSC’s diverse music students aligns with the campus’s 
strategic emphasis on inclusive excellence and complements initiatives such as OISE/UT’s Black Future 
Educators’ Path. By removing barriers and expanding access to music education, this proposal supports 
a more diverse and representative community of future music teachers in Ontario schools. 

The proposal was developed through consultation with faculty members in the Master of Teaching 
program at OISE and the Music program at UTSC (formerly Music and Culture). The Faculty of Music 
was also consulted and expressed support for the structural elements of the proposal. In addition, there 
was extensive coordination between the Dean’s Offices at UTSC and OISE. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no net financial implications to the campus’ operating budget. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Be It Resolved, 

THAT, subject to the approval of the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) Faculty 
Council, the new Combined Degree Program as described in the September 22, 2025 proposal 
be approved, effective Fall 2026. 

https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/combined-degree-programs-honours-bachelor-science-or-honours-bachelor-arts-master-teaching
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DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED: 

1. Major Modification Proposal: to introduce a Combined Degree Program in the Honours Bachelor 
of Arts (HBA) with a Major in Music (formerly Music and Culture) at the University of Toronto 
Scarborough (UTSC) and the Master of Teaching (MT) at the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education (OISE) (September 22, 2025) 
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University of Toronto 

Major Modification Proposal: 

Add Combined, Double or Dual Degree 

Program 

 Degree and Program name Faculty/division or dual degree 

partner 

Degree 1 Major in Music, (Arts) UTSC 

Degree 2 Master of Teaching/MT OISE 

 

Dean’s office contact for Degree 1: UTSC: 

Suzanne Sicchia, Professor and Associate 

Dean, Undergraduate Programs & 

Curriculum 

Maggie Cummings, Associate Professor, 

Teaching Stream, and  

Special Advisor on Academic Programming 

& Curriculum Development 

Kevin Mak, Manager, Academic Program 

Reviews & Quality Assurance 

Dean’s office contact for Degree 2: OISE: 

Joseph Flessa, Professor & Associate Dean, 

Programs 

Biljana Cuckovic, Director, Governance, 

Policy & Planning 

Degree 1 Department/EDU if 

applicable 

Department of Arts, Culture and Media, 

UTSC 

Degree 2 Department/EDU if 

applicable 

Department of Curriculum Teaching and 

Learning, OISE 

Version date: September 22, 2025 
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Framework for UTQAP Major Modifications 

The University of Toronto Quality Assurance Process (UTQAP) supports a structured 

approach for creating, reflecting on, assessing, and developing plans to change and 

improve academic programs and units in the context of institutional and divisional 

commitments and priorities. 

 

The University of Toronto (U of T), in its Statement of Institutional Purpose (1992), 

articulates its mission as a commitment "to being an internationally significant research 

university, with undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs of excellent 

quality." Thus “quality assurance through assessment of new program proposals and 

review of academic programs and units in which they reside is a priority for the 

University…:” 

Major Modification Proposal 

A major modification to an existing program is a restructuring of a program, a merger of 

or the creation of new elements within existing programs, or a renewal of a program in 

order to keep it current with its academic discipline or improve student academic 

experience. 

 

This template should be used to bring forward proposals for major modifications for a 

new combined, double or dual degree program. 

 

This template aligns with UTQAP requirements and will help to ensure that all 

evaluation criteria established by the Quality Council are addressed in bringing forward 

a proposal. Divisions may have additional requirements that should be integrated into 

the proposal. Examples of major modifications are provided in UTQAP 3.1. See the 

VPAP website for more information on major modifications.  

 

Development and Approval Steps Date (e.g., of final sign 

off, governance meeting, 

inclusion in reports) 

Dean’s office sign-off [date] 

VPAP sign-off September 22, 2025 

UTSC Academic Affairs Committee October 16, 2025 

https://www.vpacademic.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/225/2023/03/utqap-2023.pdf
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/institutional-purpose-statement-october-15-1992
https://www.vpacademic.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/225/2023/03/utqap-2023.pdf
https://www.vpacademic.utoronto.ca/academic-change/major-modifications/
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OISE Academic Programs Committee October 9, 2025 

OISE Faculty Council October 29, 2025 

Faculty/division submits final proposal to VPAP [date] 

Included in Major Modification Report to AP&P May 2026 

Included in Major Modification Report to Quality Council July 2026 
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The Table of Contents will update automatically when you right-click on it and select 

“Update Field” and then “Update Entire Table.”  

 

Please retain all the prompts for information in each section. Retain prompt 

guidance until proposal goes forward to governance.  

1 Executive Summary 

Guidance: Complete this section last, summarizing the main points from each of the 

sections below in no more than one page. Imagine this section is your governance 

cover sheet providing committee members with a high-level summary of the change.  

 

Please provide a brief summary of the pathway being proposed 

 

Response: 

 

A Combined Degree Program (CDP) is a program category that allows a student to be 

registered in two approved degree programs at the same time and complete the 

requirements of both in a manner that provides a benefit to the student beyond what 

would result from completing the two degree programs separately. 
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This is a proposal to introduce a Combined Degree Program (CDP) with a Major in 

Music (Arts)1 (formerly Music and Culture) at the University of Toronto Scarborough 

(UTSC) and the Master of Teaching (MT) at the Ontario Institute for Studies in 

Education (OISE).  

 

Both the Major in Music at UTSC, and the MT at OISE, are existing University of 

Toronto programs. The official name of the CDP will be: 

 

Combined Degree Program: UTSC, Honours Bachelor of Arts, Major in Music / Master 

of Teaching. 

 

The proposed Combined Degree Program requires that students applying to the 

Intermediate/Senior (I/S) division of MT have the prerequisites for two teaching 

subjects. 

 

Students applying to the Junior/Intermediate (J/I) division of MT require the 

prerequisites for one teaching subject. There are no teaching subject prerequisites for 

students applying to the Primary/Junior (P/J) division of MT. 

 

Students registered in the Music major program at UTSC who are applying to both I/S 

and J/I will meet the prerequisites for Music – Instrumental or Music – Vocal (students 

can choose only one of these) as their primary teaching subject if they complete the 

UTSC requirements for a Major in Music with 6.0 FCEs in courses (as required by 

OISE/UT for a primary teachable) with either an Instrumental or Vocal music focus. The 

table listed in Section 5 (Program requirements) displays the courses that satisfy the 

Instrumental or Vocal focus.  

 

Students applying to the I/S teaching division with the MT, will be responsible for 

ensuring they have met the prerequisite requirements for their second teaching subject, 

as the FCE pre-requisite requirements for teaching subjects vary from subject to 

subject. A minimum of three full university courses (3.0 FCEs) in the second teaching 

 
1 The Major in Music at UTSC is an Arts Major that typically leads to an HBA. The type of 
undergraduate degree a student receives (i.e., whether HBA or HBSc) may vary depending on how 
they combine their Major programs. E.g., if in addition to the Music Major, the student selects a 
major in Physic, they may elect to graduate with an HBSc degree. Students would first request a 
Degree POSt change through UTSC’s eService before submitting their request to graduate on 
ACORN.  
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subject are required; however, the exception to this is when students wish to pursue 

French as a Second Language or Science as their second teaching subject; these 

subjects require a minimum of 6.0 FCEs. For more information, see: 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-

teaching-subject-prerequisites. 

  

The proposed Combined Degree Program will provide students with the opportunity to 

gain early (conditional) graduate admission to OISE’s Master of Teaching (MT) 

program, which is a full-time professional program of education that leads to a master’s 

degree and eligibility to become a certified teacher in Ontario. Students who 

successfully complete the Combined Degree Program will earn two University of 

Toronto degrees (i.e., H.BSc/ H.BA and MT) and be recommended to the Ontario 

College of Teachers for a Certificate of Qualification, which certifies them to teach in 

Ontario schools. 

 

UTSC provides advisory support to students to ensure they fulfil the prerequisites for 

their teaching subjects. In addition, OISE posts a complete list of Teaching Subjects and 

Prerequisites for Intermediate/Senior Candidates in the MT on their website: 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-

teaching-subject-prerequisites 

2 Effective Date 

First date students will apply: September (Fall) 2026 

 

Date the first cohort will be registered in the CDP and conditionally in the MT: 

September (Fall) 2027 

 

Date the first cohort will be registered unconditionally in the MT: Fall 2028 

 

Date of first renewal of the Memorandum of Agreement if applicable: Fall 2028 

 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
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3 Academic Calendar Copy 

Guidance: This section provides readers with information on what is changing. Section 

4 below provides the why. For pathways involving two U of T programs, please include 

both calendar entries.  

 

Insert calendar copy, including the program description, with all changes tracked or 

highlighted. 

 

Graduate Calendar Entry 
UTSC Music (Major), Honours Bachelor of Arts / Master of Teaching 
Overview 

The Combined Degree Program (CDP): UTSC, Honours Bachelor of Arts, Major in Music 
/ Master of Teaching (MT) is designed for students interested in studying the intersections 
of Music and education, coupled with professional teacher preparation. 

Students earn an honours bachelor’s degree from the University of Toronto Scarborough 
(UTSC) with a Major in Music and an accredited professional Master of Teaching degree at 
the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), St. George (STG) campus. They will be 
recommended to the Ontario College of Teachers for an Ontario Teacher’s Certificate of 
Qualifications as elementary or secondary school teachers. Distinct advantages include: 

• early application to the MT program (in Year 3) and conditional admission to the MT 
program; 

• eligibility for certification as a teacher in Ontario; and 
• eligibility to apply for doctoral study. 

This CDP permits the completion of both degrees in six years with 1.0 credit (full-course 
equivalent [FCE]) that may be counted towards both the undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. 

For a general description of CDPs, see General Regulations section 1.4.3. 

Contact 

UTSC, Honours Bachelor of Arts, Major in Music / Master of Teaching 

Honours Bachelor of Arts Program 

Department of Arts, Culture and Media, University of Toronto Scarborough  

Web: https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/acm/  
Email: acm-pm@utsc.utoronto.ca; cdp.utsc@utoronto.ca 

https://sgs.calendar.utoronto.ca/general-regulations#1.4.3
https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/acm/
mailto:acm-pm@utsc.utoronto.ca
mailto:cdp.utsc@utoronto.ca
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Master of Teaching Program 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
Web: www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/teacher-education; 
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/mt-combined  
Email: mtinfo@utoronto.ca 

UTSC Music (Maj) HBA / MT: Application Process 
• Applicants must apply to the Honours Bachelor of Arts (HBA) program, the MT 

program, and the CDP. 
• Qualified students in Year 3 of their HBA degree program apply to the MT program; 

those accepted will receive a conditional offer to start the MT program upon 
completion of their HBA program and degree requirements. 

UTSC Music (Maj) HBA / MT: Requirements 
Minimum Admission Requirements 

To be considered for conditional admission to the MT program and the CDP, applicants 
must meet the following admission requirements: 

• Be admitted to the HBA degree program and the Music major program. 
• Meet the admission requirements of the School of Graduate Studies and the MT 

program. 
• Be enrolled full-time and in good standing in the HBA degree program: 

o Be registered in Year 3 of the HBA program. 
o Have an average grade equivalent to mid-B or better normally demonstrated 

by an average grade in Year 2. 
• Be registered in the Music Major program.  
• If applying to the Intermediate/Senior (I/S) division, have completed at least half 

of the teaching subjects’ prerequisite courses — i.e., 3.0 full-course equivalents 
(FCEs) in the first teaching subject and 1.5 FCEs in the second teaching subject (or 
3.0 FCEs if the second teaching subject is French or a science) by the end of Year 3. 
For more information, see: https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-
degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites  

• If applying to the Junior/Intermediate division, have completed at least half of 
the prerequisite courses in ONE teaching subject, which is normally accomplished 
within the major program the applicant is registered in. For more information, see: 
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-
teaching/juniorintermediate-teaching-subject-prerequisites  

• If applying to the Primary/Junior division, there is no requirement to have 
teaching subjects’ prerequisite courses.  

• Provide at least two letters of reference, one academic and one professional. 
• Submit an application to the specific division(s) of interest (i.e., Primary/Junior, 

Junior/Intermediate, or Intermediate/Senior). Applicants are required to respond to 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/teacher-education
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/mt-combined
mailto:mtinfo@utoronto.ca
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/juniorintermediate-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/juniorintermediate-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/registrar-students/admissions
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questions as outlined on the Master of Teaching website under “Faculty Questions” 
(https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching) and describe 
significant teaching and/or teaching-related experiences that they have had, 
especially with groups of learners. With reference to these experiences, applicants 
should identify insights gained about teaching and learning, and explain how, based 
on these insights, they might contribute to the education of students in today’s 
schools. In their resumé, applicants are requested to list, in chart form, the extent 
of their teaching experiences. 

• Meet other qualifications as specified by the MT program (a police record check, 
relevant teaching experiences, academic and professional references, and 
satisfying teaching subject prerequisites. Note: only if applying to the 
Intermediate/Senior division prerequisite courses in TWO teaching subjects are 
required; or if applying to the Junior/Intermediate division prerequisite courses in 
ONE teaching subject are required). 

To be given full, unconditional admission to the MT program, applicants must meet the 
following admission requirements: 

• Maintain a mid-B average (cumulative grade point average [CGPA] of 3.0) or higher 
in their final year of study in the HBA program or over upper-level (C- and D-level) 
courses. 

• Achieve at least a B average in the 1.0 graduate FCE taken in Year 4. 
• If registered in the Intermediate/Senior division, complete the prerequisites for both 

the first and second teaching subjects; or if registered in the Junior/Intermediate 
division, complete the prerequisites for one teaching subject as follows: 

o Complete the major in Music, which fulfils the 6.0 FCEs required for Music – 
Instrumental or Music - Vocal as a first teaching subject (students must 
choose only one of). 

o For those registered in the Intermediate/Senior division only, complete a 
second teaching subject prerequisites consisting of at least 3.0 FCEs. 
However, if students are pursuing French as a Second Language or a science 
as their second teaching subject, a minimum of 6.0 FCEs are required. 

▪ Students should consult often with their HBA academic program 
supervisor to ensure they fulfil all the requirements of the CDP. 

• Be conferred with the HBA degree. 

Academic Path to Completion 

Every CDP involves a specific combination of approved degree programs. The CDP 
requirements build on those of the two separate degree programs. Each CDP has a unique 
pattern of academic activity year by year. 

 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/home/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching
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Year Progression Specific Requirements* 
1 to 4 • HBA degree 

requirements. 
• In Year 4, complete 

1.0 full-course 
equivalent (FCE) in 
graduate courses. 

• By the end of Year 4, 
fulfil both the 
undergraduate 
program 
requirements and 
undergraduate degree 
requirements. 

• The undergraduate degree will include: 
o the Major in Music requirements, which will 

also qualify as prerequisite courses in the first 
teaching subject (for Junior/Intermediate and 
Intermediate/Senior candidates); and 

o a second major (or two minor programs), 
which will also qualify as the minimum of 3.0 
FCEs (or 6.0 FCE where applicable) in the 
second teaching subject (Intermediate/Senior 
only)1. 

• For Intermediate/Senior only, by the end of Year 3, 
complete at least half of the teaching subjects’ 
prerequisite courses — i.e., 3.0 FCEs in the first 
teaching subject and 1.5 FCEs in the second teaching 
subject (or 3.0 FCEs if the second teaching subject is 
French or a science). 

• For Junior/Intermediate, by the end of Year 3, complete 
at least half the prerequisite courses for one teaching 
subject (a minimum of 3.0 FCEs is required for applying 
to J/I). (Note: 5.0 FCEs are required for the French as a 
Second Language teaching subject.)  

• In Year 4, students who receive a conditional offer of 
admission to the CDP must complete any two of the MT 
elective half courses recommended for CDP students. 
These courses (1.0 FCE) are counted towards the 
completion of both the HBA and MT degree programs. 

5 and 
6 

• Remaining courses 
from Year 1 and Year 
2 of the MT program. 

• 10.0 FCEs during Year 1 and Year 2 of the MT program. 

1 The teaching subjects French (Second Language), Science-Biology, Science-Chemistry, Science-Physics, 
and Science-General require a minimum of 6.0 FCEs in university courses regardless of whether these 
teaching subjects are first or second subject specializations. 
* The MT program has three divisions: Primary/Junior, Junior/Intermediate, and Intermediate/Senior. The 
specific requirements vary based on which division is selected. For details, see the MT calendar entry. 

 

  

https://sgs.calendar.utoronto.ca/degree/Curriculum,-Teaching-and-Learning
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Undergraduate Calendar Entry [changes shown in red] 
Combined Degree Programs (CDP) in HBSc/HBA and Master of Teaching (MT) 
The Combined Degree Programs for UTSC Honours Bachelor of Science (HBSc)/ Honours 
Bachelor of Arts (HBA) with the Master of Teaching (MT) offered by the Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Education are designed for students who are interested in a career in Education. 
They allow exceptional students who are registered in one of the 50 identified Specialist 
and Major programs to gain early admission to the MT, which is a full-time professional 
program that leads to both a master’s degree and eligibility to become a certified teacher 
in Ontario. Students who successfully complete one of the Combined Degree Programs 
listed below will earn two University of Toronto degrees (HBA/ HBSc and MT) and be 
recommended to the Ontario College of Teachers for a Certificate of Qualifications as 
elementary or secondary school teachers.  
 
Contact Information: 
Combined Degree Programs Coordinator 
Email: cdp.utsc@utoronto.ca 
The Combined Degree Programs options are: 
Department of Arts, Culture and Media 

• Music (Major), Honours Bachelor of Arts/ Master of Teaching 
• Theatre and Performance Studies (Major), Honours Bachelor of Arts/ Master of 

Teaching 
 
UTSC Programs Fit with OISE MT Teaching Subjects: 

UTSC Program 
MT Teaching Subjects - Required Number of Courses/Credits 

Completed 

Major in Music 
Music – Instrumental, or  
Music – Vocal  

 
Application Process: 

• Applicants must apply to the Honours Bachelor of Arts (HBA)/ Honours Bachelor of 
Science (HBSc) program, the MT program and the CDP. 

• Qualified students in Year 3 of their HBA/ HBSc degree program apply to the MT 
program; those accepted will receive a conditional offer to start the MT program 
upon completion of their HBA/ HBSc program and degree requirements.  

 
Minimum Admission Requirements: 

mailto:cdp.utsc@utoronto.ca
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To be considered for conditional admission to the MT program and the selected CDP, 
applicants must meet the following admission requirements: 

• Be admitted to the HBA/ HBSc degree and at least one of the above-listed 
undergraduate programs at UTSC. 

• Meet the admission requirements of the School of Graduate Studies and the MT 
program. 

• Be enrolled full-time and in good standing in the HBA/ HBSc program(s): 
o have a mid-B average or higher in Year 2; 
o carry a full course load of 5.0 credits each year (i.e., complete 5.0 credits 

over the three academic sessions - Fall, Winter, Summer); where necessary, 
exceptions will be made for students in Co-op programs. 

• If applying to the Intermediate/Senior (I/S) teaching division, have completed at 
least half of the teaching subjects' prerequisite courses - i.e., 3.0 credits in the first 
teaching subject and at least 1.5 credits in the second teaching subject (or 3.0 
credits if the second teaching subject is French as a Second Language or Science) - 
by the end of Year 3. If applying to the Junior/Intermediate (J/I) division, have 
completed at least half of the prerequisite courses in ONE teaching subject (i.e., 1.5 
credits in one teaching subject, or 2.5 credits if French as a Second Language is the 
teaching subject), which is normally accomplished within the major program the 
applicant is registered in. 

• Provide at least two letters of reference (1 professional and 1 academic) (for more 
details see: https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching).  

• When completing an online application, applicants should indicate their preferred 
teaching division (i.e., Primary/Junior, Junior/Intermediate, or Intermediate/Senior), 
and provide responses to the faculty questions as outlined on the Master of 
Teaching Combined Degree Programs webpage: 
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/mt-combined. Applicants must 
also include their resume and describe (in chart form) three significant teaching 
and/or teaching-related experiences they have had, especially with groups of 
children as per the instructions on the MT Combined Degree Programs website. 

• Meet other qualifications as specified by the MT program. 

To be given full, unconditional admission to the MT program, applicants must meet the 
following admission requirements: 

• Maintain a mid-B (3.0) average or higher in their final year of study in the HBA/ HBSc 
program, or over upper-level (C- and D-level) courses. 

• Achieve at least a B average in 1.0 credit in graduate courses taken in Year 4. 
• For Intermediate/Senior candidates: have completed prerequisite courses for the 

first and second teaching subjects; for Junior/Intermediate candidates: have 
completed prerequisite courses for one teaching subject; students are encouraged 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/mt-combined
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to consult often with their HBA/HBSc Program Supervisor, as well as the Combined 
Degree Programs Coordinator. 

• Be conferred with the HBA/ HBSc degree. 

Program Requirements and Path to Completion: 

• Year 1 to 4: HBA/ HBSc degree requirements: 
o students must complete all of the HBA/ HBSc program and degree 

requirements; 
o students are expected to carry a full course load of 5.0 credits over the three 

academic sessions (Fall, Winter, Summer) of each year; 
o in Year 3, qualified students may apply to the MT and the CDP and may be 

offered conditional admission to the MT; 
o if applying to the Intermediate/Senior (I/S) teaching division, by the end of 

Year 3, students must complete at least 3.0 credits required for the first 
teaching subject, and at least 1.5 credits for the second teaching subject (or 
3.0 credits if the second teaching subject is French as a Second Language or 
Science); 

o if applying to the Junior/Intermediate (J/I) teaching division, by the end of 
Year 3, students must be on the course to complete the prerequisite courses 
for ONE teaching subject (a minimum of 3.0 credits is required for J/I 
applicants). Note: 5.0 credits are required for the French as a Second 
Language teaching subject. For more information, see: MT 
Junior/Intermediate Teaching Subjects Prerequisites; 

o in Year 4, students who receive a conditional offer of admission to the CDP 
must complete any two of the MT elective half courses recommended by 
OISE for CDP students; these courses (1.0 credit) are counted towards the 
completion of both the HBA/ HBSc degree and the MT program and degree; 
CDP students are graded as graduate students in these courses and are 
required to meet graduate expectations; 

o for Intermediate/Senior candidates: by the end of Year 4, students must 
complete all HBA/ HBSc program requirements and degree requirements, 
including at least 6.0 credits required for the first teaching subject, and at 
least 3.0 credits for the second teaching subject (or 6.0 credits if the second 
teaching subject is French as a Second Language or Science); 

o for Junior/Intermediate candidates: by the end of Year 4, students must 
complete all HBA/ HBSc program requirements and degree requirements, 
including at least 3.0 credits required for one teaching subject (or 5.0 credits 
if French as a Second Language is their teaching subject). 

• Year 5 and 6: Remaining MT program and degree requirements: 
o students must complete 10.0 additional credits as identified by OISE during 

Year 1 and Year 2 of the MT program. 
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4 Academic Rationale and Program Objectives 

4.1 Program Objectives 

Guidance: When creating combined, double or dual degree programs it is assumed 

students will complete the existing program objectives. See VPAP Guidance sharepoint 

site for program objective information. 

 

a) State both programs’ objectives. 

 

Response: 

 

The UTSC Music program provides artistic, cultural, academic, and civic leadership to 

the GTA and beyond. By combining their studies with other artistic and non-artistic 

disciplines, Music students at UTSC help to create, join, and enliven musical and artistic 

communities, with a focus on creative music-making, intellectual development, 

community engagement and participation, health and wellness, and arts 

entrepreneurship. 

 

The Master of Teaching (MT) program at OISE prepares teacher candidates to become 

outstanding educators and leaders who consult, critique, create, and mobilize 

educational research to support all learners and contribute to a more just, equitable, and 

sustainable world. This two-year, full-time graduate program combines teacher 

certification with advanced study in educational theory and research. Candidates gain 

deep pedagogical content knowledge through specialization in teachable subjects 

aligned with Ontario curriculum divisions—Primary/Junior, Junior/Intermediate, or 

Intermediate/Senior—and through foundational coursework that interweaves theory and 

practice. Beyond subject-specific expertise, the program emphasizes inclusive and 

holistic education, including content such as special education, student well-being, 

Indigenous education, environmental education, educational technology, child 

development, ethics and educational law, and equity, diversity, and inclusion. Teacher 

candidates complete three practice teaching placements and a graduate-level research 

project, developing reflective practice and research literacy. The MT program is guided 

by program expectations which align with the requirements of the Ontario College of 

Teachers and ensure that graduates are well-prepared for certification and professional 

practice in Ontario schools. 

https://utoronto.sharepoint.com/sites/dvpp/vpap/SitePages/UTQAP-Guidance.aspx#what-are-program-objectives
https://utoronto.sharepoint.com/sites/dvpp/vpap/SitePages/UTQAP-Guidance.aspx#what-are-program-objectives
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4.2 Academic Rationale  

Guidance: The academic rationale will focus on the academic reasons for the pathway 

(e.g. academic enrichment, student mobility, academic acceleration); how the pathway 

fits with the unit’s and division’s academic plans; what synergies exist between the two 

degree programs; how will this support student learning; and any other expected 

benefits of the proposed pathway and any distinctive elements. When proposing a dual 

degree, which involves a peer institution, be sure to discuss the academic rationale for 

partnering with the peer institution and how program quality is ensured at the partner 

institution.  

 

a) Please describe the academic rationale for the new pathway. 

b) Discuss the consistency of the program’s objectives with the institution’s mission 

and U of T’s/the division’s/unit’s academic plans, priorities and commitments, 

including consistency with any implementation plans developed following a 

previous review.  

c) Evidence that the following have been substantially considered in the context of 

developing the proposed change and its associated resources: 

i. Universal design principles and/or the potential need to provide mental or 

physical disability-related accommodations, reflecting the University’s 

Statement of Commitment Regarding Persons with Disabilities. 

ii. Support for student well-being and sense of community in the learning and 

teaching environment, reflecting the work of the Expert Panel on 

Undergraduate Student Educational Experience and the commitment to 

establishing a Culture of Caring and Excellence as recommended by the 

Presidential and Provostial Task Force on Student Mental Health. 

iii. Opportunities for removing barriers to access and increasing retention rates 

for Indigenous students; for integrating Indigenous content into the curriculum 

in consultation with Indigenous curriculum developers; and for addressing 

any discipline-specific calls to action, reflecting the commitments made in 

Answering the Call: Wecheehetowin: Final Report of the Steering Committee 

for the University of Toronto Response to the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission of Canada. 

iv. Opportunities for removing barriers to access and increasing retention rates 

for Black students; for promoting intersectional Black flourishing, fostering 

inclusive excellence and enabling mutuality in teaching and learning, 

reflecting the commitments made in the Scarborough Charter and consistent 

with the recommendations of the Anti-Black Racism Task Force Final Report. 

https://utoronto.sharepoint.com/sites/dvpp/vpap/SitePages/UTQAP-Guidance.aspx#what-are-program-objectives
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/institutional-purpose-statement-october-15-1992
https://www.vpacademic.utoronto.ca/reviews-academic-plans/academic-planning/current-divisional-plans/
https://www.president.utoronto.ca/priorities-and-commitments/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/universal-design-for-learning/
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/statement-commitment-regarding-persons-disabilities-february-25-2021
https://www.provost.utoronto.ca/committees/expert-panel-on-undergraduate-student-educational-experience-usee/
https://www.provost.utoronto.ca/committees/expert-panel-on-undergraduate-student-educational-experience-usee/
https://www.provost.utoronto.ca/planning-policy/student-mental-health/
https://www.provost.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/155/2018/05/Final-Report-TRC.pdf
https://www.provost.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/155/2018/05/Final-Report-TRC.pdf
https://www.provost.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/155/2018/05/Final-Report-TRC.pdf
https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/principal/scarborough-charter
https://people.utoronto.ca/inclusion/anti-racism-strategic-tables/anti-black-racism-task-force/
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v. Opportunities for fostering an equitable, diverse, and inclusive teaching and 

learning environment, reflecting the values articulated in existing institutional 

documents such as the Statement on Equity, Diversity, and Excellence, the 

Antisemitism Working Group Final Report, the aforementioned reports and 

future institutional reports related to equity, diversity and inclusion. 

d) Where appropriate, discuss unique curriculum or program innovations, creative 

components, significant high-impact practices relative to the change proposed.  

e) Provide a statement on the way in which the proposed major modification will 

improve the student experience (required).  

 

UTSC has had a long commitment to teacher education, starting with the Early Teacher 

Program (ETP) in 1992, the Concurrent Teacher Education Program (CTEP), which 

graduated its final students in 2018, and most recently, through the current Combined 

Degree Programs with the Master of Teaching. UTSC and OISE currently collaborate to 

offer a suite of 50 undergraduate/graduate CDPs (see: 

https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/combined-degree-programs-honours-bachelor-

science-or-honours-bachelor-arts-master-teaching 

  

The proposed Combined Degree Program with the Major in Music (formerly Music and 

Culture) (H.BSc/H.BA) and the Master of Teaching (MT) is intended to enhance the 

CDP offerings at UTSC, allowing students who are interested in the teaching profession 

to apply early to the master’s program (in Year 3 of undergraduate study), and gain 

early conditional admission to the MT program at OISE. UTSC Major in Music students 

accepted to the MT via the proposed Combined Degree Program will have a clear 

pathway towards the teaching profession. 

 

The academic rationale for this pathway is directly tied to the “Need and Demand” (see 

section 6 below). Put simply, there are few if any alternative pathways to licensure in 

Ontario (or other provinces). To become a licensed music teacher requires, almost 

without exception, an audition into a Bachelor of Music program. These auditions favour 

those who aspire to careers in performance, not education. They also favour those 

students with the cultural capital of the Western European art music tradition. Currently, 

students who have gone through an Ontario publicly funded high school music program 

that offers a variety of courses such as strings, band, vocal, rock bands, steel pan, 

computers in music, may not meet the high level of classical training requirements for 

auditioning into BMus programs. However, they would otherwise be excellent 

candidates for becoming teachers as they are products of that system. While technically 

https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/equity-diversity-and-excellence-statement-december-14-2006
https://people.utoronto.ca/inclusion/anti-racism-strategic-tables/anti-semitism-working-group/
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/combined-degree-programs-honours-bachelor-science-or-honours-bachelor-arts-master-teaching
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/combined-degree-programs-honours-bachelor-science-or-honours-bachelor-arts-master-teaching
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possible for a UTSC student with the intention of teaching music to apply to the MT 

program in the final year of their degree, the current requirements of the UTSC Music 

major do not ensure that students will satisfy the requirements for admission with music 

as a teaching subject. By stipulating the specific courses needed for licensure in music, 

this CDP proposal ensures that provincial requirements are satisfied. Conditional 

admission in Year 3 also provides students with the assurance that they will not have to 

apply to the MT (or any other teacher licensure program in the province) at the end of 

their degree, knowing they will have to compete for limited spots with students holding a 

BMus degree.  

 

Approximately 60% of students in the UTSC Music program are domestic, with most 

being local to the eastern GTA. Demographically, Music students at UTSC reflect the 

diverse demographics of Scarborough and the eastern GTA. Many of the students who 

pursue Music possess rich musicianship (e.g., South Asian, East Asian, Caribbean and 

African diasporic) that reflects the communities from which they hail. Unfortunately, this 

musicianship does not always align with the curricula and entrance audition 

requirements of schools and faculties of music. Creating a pathway to licensure for 

Music students at UTSC is critically important and consistent with the campus’s 

strategic plan’s emphasis on “inclusive excellence” and with OISE/UT’s Black Future 

Educators’ Path, which will help increase the diversity of music teachers in Ontario 

schools.  

 

Students majoring in Music at UTSC come from a wide range of musical backgrounds. 

Some were involved in their high school bands or orchestras, or are avid rock, pop, or 

jazz musicians; others play traditional or folk instruments (often associated with their 

own cultural background or upbringing); and still others work part-time as DJs or write 

video game or film music. The Music program is designed to welcome students with 

diverse musical experiences and provide opportunities for them to continue to grow in 

varied musical directions, while also ensuring that they have a grounding in Western 

music theory and harmony. The program contains a substantial practice-based 

component. Majors are required to complete 1.0 credit in performance courses, though 

many take more (up to 3.0 credits of performance may be counted towards program 

requirements; more towards degree requirements). Many students complete their 

performance requirement through the Small Ensemble course, which offers two 

sections (Amplified/Digital, and Acoustic) per term. Ensembles in the Amplified/Digital 

section are typically rock, pop, or jazz bands. The Acoustic section typically includes 

chamber music, traditional or folk ensembles (e.g., traditional Chinese music performed 
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on folk instruments), and occasionally rock or pop bands. In addition to these 

performance requirements, the required A-level musicianship course MUZA80H3 

(Foundations in Musicianship) combines foundational skills in Western music theory 

with practice-based skills on ukulele, percussion, and voice, including songwriting, 

rhythm and movement, and beginning improvisation. The B-level musicianship course 

MUZB80H3 (Developing Musicianship), also required for majors, continues the study of 

Western music theory through the lens of composition. The required B-level course 

MUZB01H3 (Introduction to Community Music) also includes practice-based 

components; for instance, students play ukulele and percussion, sing, and host 

participatory music-making activities on campus.  

 

UTSC courses in digital and amplified small ensembles see students using iPads, rock 

bands, and synthesizers to engage with music making. Similarly, the open-ended 

possibilities of the Small Ensembles: Acoustic section have led to a rise in the number 

of students enrolled in courses who play folk instruments or unconventional instruments 

such as the theremin. Ultimately, these courses accept and nurture a variety of genres. 

While Western art music elements will continue to be a part of the UTSC program 

offerings, it is no longer the sole driver of what constitutes success for our graduates 

and future music educators. By breaking down barriers and creating new music 

pathways for our students, not only are all registrants able to access a broader slate of 

music opportunities; it also opens the door wide for potential candidates to see 

themselves represented in the community of learners on offer. 

 

Students pursuing this CDP pathway will benefit from having a clearly defined academic 

trajectory that supports long-term planning, while the university benefits by retaining 

strong undergraduate students through their continuation of graduate studies at U of T. 

Specifically, CDPs offers several advantages to students including: (a) early/conditional 

admission to the graduate program; (b) exposure to the graduate community of students 

and scholars including internationally renowned faculty and researchers (via the 

graduate courses that can be taken upon conditional admission to the CDP, during the 

final year of undergraduate study); (c) 1.0 FCE of coursework that counts toward both 

the undergraduate and graduate degree; and (d) fewer courses to complete following 

the full/unconditional admission to the graduate program allowing more time for 

additional electives or graduate research.  
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5 Program Design 

5.1 Admission Requirements 

Guidance: Admission criteria cannot be lower than for the standalone U of T program/s, 

though higher admissions standards may be established through this proposal. Provide 

sufficient explanations of any admissions requirements that are above or in addition to 

normal minimum requirements. Discuss when do students normally apply to the 

pathway, any conditional admissions consideration and how applications will be 

reviewed and processed. Please consider any specific courses that students must 

complete in the first program(s) to be eligible for the CDP(s), and any requirements 

unique to the combination. Are there any conditions on admissions to the second 

program(s) that must be met? What would the consequence be if a student failed a 

double-counted course? Consequence if student does not fulfil the conditions on 

admissions to graduate, if applicable: 

 

Please describe the admission requirements and process relative to the following:  

a) Discuss the appropriateness of the program’s admission requirements as they 

are articulated in section 3 above, given the program’s objectives and program-

level learning outcomes. 

b) Provide a sufficient explanation of alternative requirements, if applicable, for 

admission into a graduate, second-entry or undergraduate program (e.g., 

minimum grade point average, additional languages or portfolios, and how the 

program recognizes prior work or learning experience). 

 

Response: 

 

Admission requirements for this CDP are appropriate and aligned with admission 

requirements for all other (76) CDP pathways linked with Master of Teaching program at 

U of T.   

 

Students in Year 3 of the H.BSc or H.BA will be eligible to apply through the School of 

Graduate Studies Online Application System (GradApp) to the proposed Combined 

Degree Program. 
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Students will apply during the Fall term of their Year 3, and if eligible, will receive a 

conditional offer of admission to the MT program by the end of the Winter term of their 

Year 3 in the undergraduate program. 

 

For students to be given full, unconditional admission to the MT program, they must 

maintain at least a mid-B (3.0) or better average in their final year courses; achieve a 

grade of at least B average in the 1.0 FCE graduate courses taken in Year 4; 

successfully complete the requirements of their chosen HBSc or HBA program, and 

have the degree conferred.  

 

If at the end of Year 4 the student has not met the requirement of completing a 

minimum of 6.0 FCEs in the first teaching subject and a minimum of 3.0 (or 6.0 where 

applicable) FCEs in the second teaching subject, the offer of conditional admission to 

the Combined Degree Program will be rescinded. Students in this position could apply 

separately to the Master of Teaching outside of the Combined Degree Program. 

5.2 Program Structure and Requirements 

Guidance: Describe the academic requirements of the pathway with particular attention 

to how the pathway will satisfy the requirements of the two original programs. Outline 

any double counting of courses. For combined degree programs and dual degrees, 

double counting is limited to 2.0 FCEs or 25% of the total course requirements. Clarify 

the time to completion and describe specifically which degree program students will be 

registered in, and when. Proponents may find it helpful to use the table below in 5.1 to 

compare the requirements of the two original programs and the requirements of the 

CDP. 

 

Addressing the prompts below in one response, please discuss the academic 

requirements of the pathway (s) with particular attention to how the pathway(s) will 

satisfy the requirements of the two original programs. Please be very explicit in 

identifying and explaining any double counting. Clarify the time to completion and 

describe specifically which degree program students will be registered in, and when.  

 

a) With reference to the change proposed, discuss the appropriateness of the 

offering’s structure and the requirements to meet its objectives and program-

level learning outcomes, including the structure and requirements of any 

identified streams (undergraduate), fields or concentrations (graduate). 
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b) Appropriateness of the offering’s structure, requirements and program-level 

learning outcomes in meeting the institution’s applicable undergraduate or 

graduate Degree Level Expectations. 

c) Please provide details on any experiential learning that is part of the offering, 

including confirmed and interested partners, duration of experiential learning 

component in a program, and anticipated number of placements. 

 

Students applying to the Intermediate/Senior (I/S) division of MT must have the 

prerequisites for two teaching subjects. Students applying to the Junior/Intermediate 

(J/I) division of MT require the prerequisites for one teaching subject. There are no 

teaching subject prerequisites for students applying to the Primary/Junior (P/J) division 

of MT. 

 

Students registered in the Major in Music applying to either the I/S or the J/I teaching 

division within the MT program will meet the pre-requisite courses for either Music – 

Instrumental or Music – Vocal (student can choose only one of these) as their primary 

teaching subject if they complete the UTSC requirements for a Major in Music with 6.0 

FCE in courses with either an Instrumental or Vocal music focus. The following table 

displays how students can satisfy the OISE 6.0 FCE requirement  in either Instrumental 

or Vocal music here. Specifically, Music major students conditionally admitted to and 

pursuing the CDP option will be counselled to enroll in either of the following courses 

within their elective courses space in the Music Major program.  

 

Course Code(s) Course Title(s) 

Required 

for major 

Vocal 

cr. 

Instrumental 

cr. 

 

Performance ensembles as listed 

below 1   

MUZA62H3, MUZA63H3 Concert Choir 1a and 1b  1  

MUZA60H3, MUZA61H3 Concert Band 1a and 1b   

1 MUZA64H3, MUZA65H3 String Orchestra 1a and 1b   

MUZA66H3, MUZA67H3 Small Ensembles 1a and 1b   

MUZB62H3, MUZB63H3 Concert Choir 2a and 2b  1  

MUZB60H3, MUZB61H3 Concert Band 2a and 2b   

1 MUZB64H3, MUZB65H3 String Orchestra 2a and 2b   

MUZB66H3, MUZB67H3 Small Ensembles 2a and 2b   

MUZC62H3, MUZC63H3 Concert Choir 3a and 3b  1  

https://www.vpacademic.utoronto.ca/academic-programs/degree-diploma-certificate-programs/degree-level-expectations/
https://www.vpacademic.utoronto.ca/academic-programs/degree-diploma-certificate-programs/degree-level-expectations/
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA63H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA60H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA61H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA64H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA65H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA66H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA67H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB63H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB60H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB61H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB64H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB65H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB66H3
https://dev-d10-utsc.pantheonsite.io/course/MUZB67H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC63H3
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MUZC60H3, MUZC61H3 Concert Band 3a and 3b   

1 MUZC64H3, MUZC65H3 String Orchestra 3a and 3b   

MUZC66H3, MUZC67H3 Small Ensembles 3a and 3b   

MUZA99H3 Listening to Music    

MUZA80H3 Foundations in Musicianship 0.5 0.5 0.5 

MUZB80H3 Developing Musicianship 0.5 0.5 0.5 

MUZB20H3 Music in the Contemporary World 0.5 0.5 0.5 

MUZB01H3 Introduction to Community Music 0.5 0.5 0.5 

MUZB02H3 

Introduction to Music Teaching, 

Facilitation and Learning  0.5 0.5 

MUZB81H3 The Independent Music-Maker  0.5 0.5 

MUZB41H3 

DJ Cultures: Analogue Innovations, 

Digital Aesthetics   0.5 

MUZA81H3 

Introduction to Music Industry and 

Technology   0.5 

MUZB21H3 

Exploring Music in Social and Cultural 

Contexts    

MUZC20H3 Movies, Music and Meaning    

MUZC21H3 Musical Diasporas    

MUZC22H3 Jazz Roots and Routes    

MUZC23H3 Critical Issues in Music and Society    

MUZC01H3 Exploring Community Music  0.5 0.5 

MUZC02H3 Music, Health, and Wellness  0.5 0.5 

MUZC40H3 The Composer's Studio   0.5 

MUZC41H3 Digital Music Creation   0.5 

MUZC42H3 Creative Audio Design Workshop   0.5 

MUZC43H3 Music, Technologies, Media    

MUZC80H3 Topics in Music and Culture    

MUZD01H3 

Senior Seminar: Music in Our 

Communities    

MUZD80H3 Music and Culture Senior Project* 0.5   

 TOTAL FCEs 3.5 7 9.5 

 

* Technically a de facto requirement, 

as students require 0.5 at the D-level    

https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC60H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC61H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC64H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC65H3
https://dev-d10-utsc.pantheonsite.io/course/MUZC66H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC67H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA99H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA80H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb80h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb20h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb01h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb02h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb81h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb41h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muza81h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb21h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc20h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc21h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc22h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc23h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc01h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc02h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc40h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc41h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc42h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc43h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc80h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzd01h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzd80h3
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and it is the only D-level currently 

offered. 

 

Note that the required courses (MUZA80H3, MUZB80H3, MUZB20H3, MUZB01H3 plus 

1.0 FCE of performance ensembles) for a major in Music currently satisfy 3.0 FCEs of 

the 6.0 FCEs in Instrumental or Vocal music (Vocal for students taking Concert Choir; 

Instrumental for students taking Concert Band, String Orchestra, or Small Ensemble). 

The small ensemble courses offer an opportunity for students who play or sing in a 

variety of genres and have lived experience in diverse musical cultures. Rock bands, 

erhu, guzheng, and singing in different languages are just a few examples of the 

diversity of these programs that can support the 21st-century music educator. All 

students pursuing the Combined Degree Program will be required to take MUZB02H3 

(Introduction to Music Teaching, Facilitation, and Learning). This course provides 

opportunities for students to learn conducting, teaching and mentoring small and big 

groups of musicians, and explores both practical and theoretical methods in teaching 

music. The remaining 2.5 FCEs for meeting the 6.0 FCE requirement can be satisfied 

by students taking the electives indicated on the table above.  

 

Note that students are required to take 1.0 FCE of performance ensemble credits but 

can only count 3.0 FCEs of performance ensemble credits towards the 8.0 FCEs 

required for the Music  program requirements. Students can, however, take more than 

3.0 FCE ensemble credits. Hence, a student pursuing certification in Music (Vocal) 

could satisfy part of the 6.0 FCE requirement by taking 3.0 FCEs in Concert Choir 

(MUZA62H3, MUZA63H3, MUZB62H3, MUZB63H3, MUZC62H3, MUZC63H3).  

Students applying to the I/S division will be responsible for ensuring they have met the 

prerequisite requirements for their second teaching subject, as the FCE pre-requisite 

requirements for teachable subjects vary from subject to subject. A minimum of three 

full university courses (3.0 FCEs) in the second teaching subject are required; however, 

the exception to this is when students wish to pursue French as a Second Language or 

Science as a second teaching subject; these subjects require a minimum of 6.0 FCEs. 

For more information, see: https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-

teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites. 

 

In Year 3, students will apply to the Master of Teaching and the Combined Degree 

Program through the SGS Graduate Online Admission Application system (GradApp). 

Successful students will be conditionally admitted into the Master of Teaching program 

and the Combined Degree Program. Graduate admission at this point, when the student 

https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA63H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB63H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZC63H3
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ctl/masters-degrees/master-teaching/intermediatesenior-teaching-subject-prerequisites
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has not yet completed the undergraduate degree program, is conditional. Once students 

have accepted a conditional offer of admission to the MT program, they are in the 

Combined Degree Program. During Year 4 of undergraduate study, they will be eligible 

and expected to take 1.0 graduate FCE at OISE, in addition to completing the 

requirements of their undergraduate degree. The 1.0 graduate FCE will be graded as 

graduate courses, as per the University Assessment Grading Practices and Policy 

(UAGPP) and will count towards both graduate and undergraduate degrees.  

 

The program requirements for a Major in Music 

(https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/section/Music) are:  

 

Program Requirements 

Students are required to complete 8.0 credits as follows: 

1. Courses at the A-level (1.5 credits) 

MUZA80H3/(VPMA95H3) Foundations in Musicianship 

and 

1.0 credit in Performance. Students must choose the graded option for this credit.  

2. Courses at the B-level (1.5 credits) 

MUZB01H3/(VPMB01H3) Introduction to Community Music 

MUZB20H3/(VPMB82H3) Music in the Contemporary World 

MUZB80H3/(VPMB88H3) Developing Musicianship 

3. 5.0 additional credits in Music (MUZ) courses, at least 2.0 of which must be at the C-

level, and at least 0.5 of which must be at the D-level.  

Students are encouraged to develop the depth of learning through study in one or two of 

the areas of focus described in the Music program pathways page.  

 

Students can count a maximum of 2.0 credits of Performance courses toward 

component 3 of the program completion requirements. Students who count 

Performance courses towards component 3 must choose the graded option. 

 

For Students Interested in Pursuing the Combined Degree Programs with the 

Master of Teaching (MT) offered by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education: 

 

Students registered in the Major in Music program applying to either the I/S or J/I 

teaching division will meet the prerequisites for Music – Instrumental or Music – Vocal 

(students must choose only one of these) as their primary teaching subject if they 

https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/section/Music
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA80H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB01H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB20H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB80H3
https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/aacc/program-pathways/music#:~:text=Program%20Overview,with%20the%20Music%20&%20Culture%20program.
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complete the UTSC requirements for a Major in Music with 6.0 credits in courses with 

either an Instrumental or Vocal music focus. 

 

Students registered in the Major in Music program who want to declare Music – Vocal 

as their primary teaching subject must ensure that their required A-level Performance 

course is Concert Choir (MUZA62H3, MUZA63H3) and that their elective courses 

needed to satisfy the Major in Music include the following:  

 

Course Code(s) Title 
Credit 

Value 

Additional 

Notes 

MUZB02H3 

Introduction to Music Teaching, 

Facilitation, and Learning 
0.5 required 

MUZB81H3 The Independent Music-Maker 0.5  

MUZC01H3 Exploring Community Music 0.5  

MUZC02H3 Music, Health, and Wellness 0.5  

MUZB62H3, MUZB63H3 Concert Choir 2a and 2b 1  

 

This course complement will ensure that applicants meet the prerequisite requirements 

of 6.0 credits in courses with an applied component of vocal music. 

 

Students registered in the Major in Music program who want to declare Music – 

Instrumental as their primary teaching subject must ensure that their required A-level 

Performance course is Concert Band (MUZA60H3, MUZA61H3), String Orchestra 

(MUZA64H3, MUZA65H3), or Small Ensembles (MUZA66H3, MUZA67H3) and that 

their elective courses needed to satisfy the Major in Music include 3.0 credits from the 

following:  

 

Course Code(s) Title 
Credit 

Value 

Additional 

Notes 

MUZB02H3 

Introduction to Music Teaching, 

Facilitation, and Learning 
0.5 required 

MUZB81H3 The Independent Music-Maker 0.5  

MUZB41H3 

DJ Cultures: Analogue Innovations and 

Digital Aesthetics 
0.5  

https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA63H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb02h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb81h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc01h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc02h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB62H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB63H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA60H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA61H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA64H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA65H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA66H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZA67H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb02h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb81h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzb41h3
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MUZA81H3 

Introduction to Music Industry and 

Technology 
0.5  

MUZC01H3 Exploring Community Music 0.5  

MUZC02H3 Music, Health, and Wellness 0.5  

MUZC40H3 The Composer's Studio 0.5  

MUZC41H3 Digital Music Creation 0.5  

MUZC42H3 Creative Audio Design Workshop 0.5  

MUZB60H3, MUZB61H3 Concert Band 2a and 2b (B-level) 1  

MUZB64H3, MUZB65H3 String Orchestra 2a and 2b (B-level) 1  

MUZB66H3, MUZB67H3 Small Ensembles 2a and 2b (B-level) 1  

 

This course complement will ensure that applicants meet the requirements of 6.0 credits 

in courses with an applied component of instrumental music. 

 

Upon conditional admittance to the MT program, and during Year 4 of undergraduate 

study, CDP students will be able to take two of the elective graduate half-credit courses 

in the MT program. These would include elective courses available to other MT students 

that allow students to expand knowledge in specific areas of education based on their 

interests such as, for example, language and literacies, Indigenous education, Black 

studies in Education, gender, sexuality and schooling, or curriculum studies and teacher 

development. These courses will count both towards the undergraduate degree and the 

MT. 

 

The graduate courses double count both towards the undergraduate degree (satisfying 

degree requirements) and the Master of Teaching degree. Students who successfully 

complete the undergraduate degree program with appropriate grade standing (mid-B or 

better; CGPA of 3.0) and meet the other admission criteria of the MT and have their 

HBA conferred will at this stage be admitted unconditionally to the MT. 

 

Graduate elective courses taken by CDP students during their final year of 

undergraduate study are recognized – on the undergraduate transcript, with a distinct 

code that includes a “CDP” prefix and an explanatory comment that the course was 

completed as part of a Combined Bachelor/master’s program. The same course is also 

recognized on the graduate transcript with its original code including graduate unit 

prefix. If a CDP student receives a grade below 50% in a graduate course taken during 

https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muza81h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc01h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc02h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc40h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc41h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/muzc42h3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB60H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB61H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB64H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB65H3
https://utsc.calendar.utoronto.ca/course/MUZB66H3
https://dev-d10-utsc.pantheonsite.io/course/MUZB67H3
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their final year of undergraduate study, they will not meet the conditions for full 

admission into the graduate program. In addition, the course will not be counted toward 

their undergraduate degree requirements. If a CDP student receives a grade between 

50% and 69% in a graduate course taken during their final year of undergraduate study, 

they will not meet the conditions for full admission into the graduate program. However, 

in such cases, the explanatory comment will be removed from the undergraduate 

transcript, and the course will be counted toward the undergraduate degree 

requirements. 

 

In Year 5, these students will continue in their graduate level studies following the 

normal path to completion except for the two half-credit courses they completed in Year 

4. Students will complete the MT in the usual program length of 5 continuous sessions. 

The Programs Taken Separately 

5.2.1 The Programs Taken Separately 
  Term FCE 

Course 
Load 

Registration 
in ROSI:  
FT or PT 

HBA Year 1 F 5.0 FT 
 W 
 S 
Year 2 F 5.0 FT 
 W 
 S 
Year 3 F 5.0 FT 
 W 
 S 
Year 4 F 5.0 FT 
 W 
 S 

MT Year 1 F 5.5 FT 
 W 
 S 
Year 2 F 5.5  FT 
 W 
 S 
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Combined Degree Program 
 Term FCE Course Load Registration 

in ROSI:  
FT and/or PT 

HBA MT 

Year 1 F 5.0  FT 
 W  
 S  
Year 2 F 5.0  FT 
 W  
 S  
Year 3 F 5.0  FT 
 W  
 S  
Year 4 F 4.0 1.0 FT 
 W 
 S 
Year 5 F  5.0 FT 
 W  
 S  
Year 6 F  5.0 FT 
 W  
 S  
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6 Need and Demand and Enrolment 

Guidance: Provide a brief description of the projected interest in and demand for the 

proposed CDP(s), focusing on how it benefits students beyond what would result from 

completing the two degree programs separately. 

Provide details regarding the anticipated yearly intake.  

 

a) Provide a brief description of the need and demand for the proposed offering, 

including information on student demand and internal cognate and external 

comparator programs as relevant.   

b) Please provide details regarding the anticipated in-take by year, reflecting the 

expected increases to reach steady state. Include approximate 

domestic/international mix. This table should reflect normal estimated program 

length. (Please adjust the table as necessary.) 

c) Please provide an explanation of the numbers shown and their relationship to 

the Faculty/division’s enrolment plan. Please be specific where this may differ 

from approved enrolment plans. 

 

*Please note when the program expects to reach steady state. 

 

Response: 

 

This proposal was inspired by numerous student inquiries at UTSC about the possibility 

of pursuing music teacher licensure. Tony Leong, CLTA faculty member at UTSC, 

longtime TDSB music teacher, and Past-President of the Ontario Music Educators 

Association has received many requests over the years from high school students and 

other music teachers about licensure pathways through UTSC. 

 

The primary (and almost exclusive) pathway to becoming a music teacher – historically 

and still today – is by way of the Bachelor of Music degree. Accordingly, all student 

admitted to the MT program who declare Music – Instrumental or Music – Vocal as a 

teaching subject are Faculty of Music graduates. The Bachelor of Music degree always 

requires an entrance audition where students must perform on instruments (or voice) to 

an exacting degree that aligns with the received tradition of Western art music repertoire 

(or, in rare cases, jazz) (Mantie & Talbot, 2015; see report on audition requirements at 
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Ontario universities). Passing the audition requires a level of performance that typically 

cannot be attained without the aid of years of private music instruction (Koza, 2008; 

Robison et al. 2020). The audition therefore effectively functions to filter out those 

without sufficient financial means and culturally specific desire. As Julia Koza (2008) 

poetically put it, when university faculty apply their rigorous standards to evaluate 

auditions, “they are listening for cultural capital” (p. 150). What distinguishes the 

proposed CDP pathway to licensure from other institutions is that the UTSC Music 

program does not require an entrance audition. 

 

Although most data on school music teacher demographics are drawn from U.S. 

sources, the structural conditions that lead to the overrepresentation of white music 

teachers in the U.S. are directly mirrored in Canada (for instance, as noted in this article 

about Saskatchewan schools, and this article about the TDSB seeking more male and 

minority teachers). The pathways and processes by which individuals become music 

teachers are virtually identical in the U.S. and Canada. Attendance at any provincial 

meeting of music educator associations (e.g., Ontario Music Educators Association) or 

visiting the website of any provincial music educator association easily confirms that the 

school music teaching workforce in Canada is predominantly and disproportionately 

white. 

 

A review of the entrance requirements at Canadian schools/faculties of music affirms 

what the research literature suggests: students are expected to audition on instruments 

from the Western classical tradition using repertoire from the Western classical tradition 

and possess technical ability at a Royal Conservatory of Music Grade 8 level or higher. 

These two factors – curriculum and auditions – help to ensure the homogeneity of the 

music teacher workforce in Canada. The proposed Combined Degree Program seeks to 

provide a pathway that diversifies the music teacher workforce so that music teachers 

will better reflect the students they teach.  

 

This Combined Degree Program proposal responds to at least two critical needs. First 

and most significantly, the proposal responds to the need to diversify the music teaching 

workforce. The proposal opens a critical career pathway for students historically 

excluded from becoming music teachers. The UTSC Music (formerly Music and Culture) 

program does not have an audition barrier, which leaves the door open to (a) music 

students whose development of virtuosity did not benefit from costly private instruction 

in their school years, and (b) students whose musical interests and backgrounds fall 

outside that of the Western art music tradition. The CDP proposal thus creates a music 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/op-ed-sask-diversity-teachers-bipoc-1.5703711
https://globalnews.ca/news/394560/tdsb-seeking-male-minority-teachers-report/
https://globalnews.ca/news/394560/tdsb-seeking-male-minority-teachers-report/
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teacher pathway equivalent to all other existing subject area pathways in the existing 

H.BA/H.BSc-MT Combined Degree Program.  

 
Second, due to the varied musical options and flexibility of the Music curriculum at 

UTSC, the proposal responds to the need for music teachers better equipped to work in 

GTA-area schools that no longer sustain or desire to sustain instructional models based 

exclusively on Western art music. Musical interests and activities at UTSC are as 

diverse as the students themselves, as noted above in Section 3 (for instance, through 

the digital and amplified small ensembles). This CDP proposal thus creates a pathway 

whereby GTA-area students can return to teach in the communities from which they 

came. 

 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that domestic UTSC Music students are interested in a 

music pathway to licensure. The initial offering of MUZB02: “Introduction to Music 

Teaching, Facilitation, and Learning” in Winter 2024 had an enrollment of 22. Two of 

these students were in their fourth year of study and applied to the MT program. We 

anticipate 1-2 students pursuing the CDP in its first year, with 3-4 students per year 

after that. 

7 Impact of the Change 

a) Please assess the impact the proposed modification will have on the program’s 

students and/or other units or divisions.  

Guidance: The assessment of the change should consider and discuss any impact on 

continuing students, if any. For example, may in-progress students in a particular year 

of study opt into the new structure? If so, describe how the program will communicate 

with these students and track the implementation. Note that students complete the 

requirements in the program calendar entry in the year they entered the program. 

 

Response: 

 

There is no anticipated impact on the UTSC Music program or other programs within 

the Department of Arts, Culture and Media. No additional courses or staffing are 

required. The Music program currently has over 200 majors and minors, and the 

possible addition of 5-8 students is well within the program’s current capacity. 
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8 Consultation 

Describe consultation with internal (faculty, students, cognate units, etc., as appropriate) 

and external stakeholders (alumni, community, or professional organizations, etc., as 

appropriate).  

Guidance: Please discuss how input from current students and recent graduates of the 

program has been considered as part of the development of the proposal as well as 

consultation with others affected by the change (e.g., faculty, cognate units, external 

stakeholders). Please briefly outline the feedback received and how it was addressed. 

Outline the discussions that have taken place between the partners which underpin this 

proposal. Attach as an Appendix an MOU outlining the basis on which the program will 

be offered including registration, BIUs, tuition, and any resource requirements with 

implications for the units and Faculties.  The VPAP office will assist with Planning and 

Budget in financial modelling and interdivisional agreements  

 

This proposal was developed in consultation among faculty members teaching in the 

Master of Teaching (MT) program at OISE and the Music (formerly Music and Culture) 

program at UTSC and captures the curricular arrangements of the Combined Degree 

Programs. The Faculty of Music was also consulted on February 26, 2025 and was 

supportive of the structural elements of the proposal. Based on the Faculty’s feedback, 

additional context has been added to provide an even stronger rationale.  

 

Departmental colleagues and leadership of both the Department of Curriculum, 

Teaching and Learning at OISE, which houses the MT program, and the Department of 

Arts, Culture and Media at UTSC are in full support of this proposal.  

 

The proposal is the product of extensive consultation between the Dean’s Offices of the 

University of Toronto Scarborough and the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.
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Appendix A: System Implementation 

This table will be completed by the VPAP office. 

 

New Formal Full 

Name 

SGS 

Calendar 

Name 

SGS 

Calendar 

Short Form 

Unique 

Identifier—

ROSI Subject 

Post 

ROSI Title C ROSI Title F ROSI Title T 

Combined Degree 

Program: UTSC, 

Honours Bachelor 

of Arts, Major in 

Music / Master of 

Teaching 

UTSC, 

Honours 

Bachelor of 

Arts, Major in 

Music / 

Master of 

Teaching 

UTSC Music 

(Maj) HBA / 

MT 

GSCOBBAMTS Combined 

Degree 

Program: 

Honours 

Bachelor of 

Arts / Master 

of Teaching 

(UTSC) 

Comb 

HBA/MT 

(UTSC) 

Combined 

Degree 

Program: 

Honours 

Bachelor of  

Arts / Master 

of Teaching 
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