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By awarding honorary degrees, the University of
Toronto seeks to recognize extraordinary achievement
in Canada or abroad; and in community, national, or
international involvement. Individuals are honoured
whose accomplishments are of such excellence

that they provide, through example, inspiration and
leadership to the graduates of the University. Their
esteem should be such that, by virtue of accepting an
honorary degree, their presence will bring honour and
distinction to the University of Toronto.

The Committee for Honorary Degrees defines as
broad a range of categories for achievement as
possible in obtaining and considering nominations.

In determining the leaders and exemplars to honour,
it will seek over time to achieve a balance across
disciplines and backgrounds. The Committee also
considers the association nominees may have with the
University of Toronto or with higher education more
generally.

The Committee attempts, through its
recommendation of nominees, to reflect the na-
tional character of Canada, the desirable features of
its regional and cultural diversity, and the character
and diversity of the University itself. As such, it is
necessary for the Committee to have a diverse pool of
candidates so that it may consider diversity in all of its
dimensions.

Canadians and non-Canadians are considered. It is a
requirement that an honorary degree recipient
attend a Convocation ceremony for conferral of

the degree. For two categories of nominees, the
conferral of honorary degrees will not normally occur
until a minimum of two years has elapsed following
their retirement from active service in their field.
Consequently, nominations should not be submitted
until at least one year has elapsed.

Instructions for Honorary
Degree Nominations for 2020

First are nominees who are currently active in
political life, though exceptions may be considered
for Governors-General and Lieutenant-Governors, as
well as for judges and others whose appointments
place them outside active partisan politics. The
second category includes nominees who are current
members of the Governing Council or University staff.
Honorary degrees should not be conferred on such
individuals until a minimum of two years following
their retirement or departure from the University.

In exceptional circumstances, the Committee may
choose to waive these requirements in order to allow
the University to honour truly meritorious individuals.

Nominations should be submitted by Friday,
September 13, 2019, no later than 5:00 p.m.

Please submit a completed nomination form and
any supplementary material (e.g. c.v. and optional
letters of support) to Dr. Kristi Gourlay, Secretary,
Committee for Honorary Degrees, by email
(kristi.gourlay@utoronto.ca).

Each nomination should have a lead nominator.
However, additional nominators are welcome. The
lead nominator has the responsibility for ensuring that
the form is completed as fully as possible, and that

all relevant supplementary information is included.
The lead nominator will also serve as the main point
of contact for the nomination and should be able to
provide additional information about the nominee as
requested.

The lead nominator will be notified of the outcome of
the submission following the Governing Council
meeting on Thursday, February 27, 2020.

Thank you.

Dionne Brand (second from the right), Convocation 2018 University of Toronto honorary degree recipient (photo by Steve Frost)

Updated April 30, 2019


http://www.governingcouncil.lamp4.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/gchd-2016-2017hd.pdf
http://uoft.me/CHDNomform2018
mailto:sheree.drummond@utoronto.ca?subject=Mail%20to:%20%20Sheree%20Drummond
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A. NOMINEE

1.

FIRST AND LAST NAME

Honorary Degree
Nomination Form for 2020

Please complete this form using the

Adobe Reader application. See
nomination instructions for deadline

. YEAR OF BIRTH

3.

MAILING ADDRESS

and return details. This form has nine
(9) pages and includes at least twenty-
one (21) input fields requiring
responses of varying length. An
“overflow” page at the end of Section A

may be used if you need more space.

4.

PHONE NUMBER(S) (including area code)

. E-MAIL ADDRESS



http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://www.governingcouncil.lamp4.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/ifhdn-2016-2017hd.pdf
http://www.governingcouncil.lamp4.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/ifhdn-2016-2017hd.pdf
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6. EDUCATION (degree(s) awarded, years received, and name of granting institution)
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/. AWARDS AND HONOURS RECEIVED

8. CURRENT HONORARY DEGREES

9. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION (If possible, please attach any publicly available and current curriculum vitae.)
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10, EMPLOYMENT / PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES (Include service in professional organizations.)

11. COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES

12.  OTHER
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13.  PRECIS

(Please provide a 250 word précis summarizing the most significant details of the nominee’s background and
accomplishments that would justify his/her being awarded an honorary degree by the University of Toronto.

This paragraph should be able to serve as a brief citation for the nominee were she/he to be selected for this
honour.)
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14, REASONS FOR NOMINATION

Honorary Degree
Nomination Form for 2020

(Lead nominators should note that a well written and complete statement of reasons for the nomination is the
most helpful resource for the Committee. Some of the factors considered by the Committee in comparing
candidates in the past have included: whether there has been a particular accomplishment of note; connection
or service to the University of Toronto; service to the greater community; service to or influence on a discipline
or profession; artistic excellence; service to or influence on the arts; service to the country; cross-cultural
influence; other honours received; whether a special anniversary is involved. The Committee for Honorary
Degrees seeks those whose merit is extraordinary, and not merely impressive.)

15. ATTACHMENTS

(Please list any supplementary material that is attached. For example, nominee’s c.v. or optional letters of
support.)
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16. OVERFLOW TEXT

(Should you run out of space while inputing any of your responses, please use the area below and reference

the corresponding question number. You may also use this space to provide any additional information that
you feel is relevant to the nomination.)
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B. LEAD NOMINATOR

1. FIRST AND LAST NAME

2. CURRENT POSITION/TITLE

3. MAILING ADDRESS

4. PHONE NUMBER(S) (including area code)

5. E-MAIL ADDRESS

C. ADDITIONAL NOMINATORS (Name, current position/title, if applicable, and mailing address.)

1.
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2.

Thank you.

Honorary Degree
Nomination Form for 2020
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