
  

 

 
 

Proposal for the transfer of the Honours Bachelor of Arts, Architectural Studies, 
Major program, from the  

Faculty of Arts and Science to the  
John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, and Design 

Brought forward jointly by the Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and 
Design and the Faculty of Arts and Science 

 
 

February 2011 
 
The Faculty of Arts and Science (FAS) currently offers an Honours Bachelor of Arts, Architectural 

Studies Major program in collaboration with the John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, 

and Design (FALD).  This proposal seeks approval for the transfer of the Honours BA, Architectural 

Studies, currently offered by the Faculty of Arts and Science to the John H. Daniels Faculty of 

Architecture, Landscape, and Design, effective September 1, 2012.   

 

The program would be transferred without any change to curriculum or degree requirements. The 

Daniels FALD currently delivers all courses required for the major in Architectural Studies and 

supports the program with administrative staff and an academic program director.  This 

arrangement would continue and would be enhanced.  The program would continue to be offered 

as a broad Liberal Arts program, and students would continue to have access to FAS courses 

required to complete their degree.   

 

 

1. Rationale 
The Daniels Faculty does not currently offer an undergraduate degree.  The former Bachelor of 

Architecture degree (BArch), a professionally accredited program providing undergraduate 

education in architecture, landscape architecture and design, was phased out as part of the 1997-

2003 academic plan. This closure was in response to larger changes in the profession and in the 

requirements of the professional accreditation bodies. At writing the path to a professional degree 

in Architecture and Landscape Architecture in North America varies.  Increasingly the norm is for 

entry to practice in the profession to occur at the master's level.  A few historical 5 year 

undergraduate professional degrees remain. In Canada, all these programs have been or will be 

phased out in the near future.  However, because of the comprehensive requirements of 

accreditation in Architecture and Landscape Architecture, many programs in Canada offer 

accredited graduate degrees by "bridging" them to first-entry undergraduate programs (e.g. 

Ryerson, Carleton, Waterloo which offer pre-professional Baccalaureate and 2 year Masters).  The 

Daniels Faculty's professional graduate programs are distinguished among Canadian Universities 

for maintaining a stand-alone, three+ year graduate program which accepts  students with broad 

backgrounds in the Arts, Humanities and Sciences. In Canada, only UBC and Calgary offer similar, 

but smaller fully stand-alone graduate programs.

 

It is important to distinguish the current BA, Architectural Studies from the historical, professional 

BArch programs, and current "Four (undergraduate) plus Two (graduate)" programs offered at 

other institutions. The current BA, Architectural Studies presents students with two possible major 
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concentrations, 'design' or, 'history, theory, criticism' (HTC).  This anchor in the majors of design 

and HTC enables students to obtain a broad-based liberal arts education through minors and 

elective requirements in other fields of study.  Graduates of this program are uniquely prepared to 

apply to graduate programs in architecture, landscape, and design, but are also well prepared for 

entry into other graduate programs in, for example planning, geography, business/real estate, 

sustainable development, public policy, Urban Design, etc., where a design, planning, or liberal arts 

foundations could be beneficial. They may also enter into the job market for various design and 

construction-related industries, as well as in non-technical posts in architecture and landscape 

architecture offices. 

This proposal to relocate the BA, Architectural Studies in the Daniels FALD is the result of a natural 

progression. The Daniels FALD has been instrumental in the inception, conception, course content 

creation and delivery of the BA, Architectural Studies. Engagement of the Faculty in undergraduate 

education has been continuous over the past decade.  As noted in the external reviewer's report of 

October 2008, "undergraduate students constitute approximately 40% of current enrolments in 

courses taught by the Daniels faculty - a substantial component of the Faculty's activities".  

This continuing focus of the Daniels FALD on the BA, Architectural Studies is underscored by the 

following: 
a. All listed program faculty hold primary academic appointments at the Daniels FALD 

b. Student enquiries are directed primarily to the Daniels FALD 

c. Upper year students tend to identify primarily with the Daniels FALD 

The transfer of the program to the Daniels FALD, is an expression of the Faculty's commitment to its 

continued vibrancy. The transfer will bring these undergraduate students truly into the 

administrative and cultural space with which they already identify. This will have the added 

advantage of placing this small BA, Architectural Studies program, in a Faculty that will be able to 

provide the fit-to-scale delivery and student support services that will continue to contribute to a 

positive student experience.  Currently, BA Architectural Studies students are heterogeneously 

affiliated with diverse colleges, connecting broadly with peers in the larger milieu of FAS.  The 

location of the program at the Daniels FALD will deepen the connections with peers in the program, 

and with graduate students in the discipline, while continuing to facilitate broader engagement in 

the FAS and across the University through the minor and elective requirements. 

Further, the transfer of the program will bring the Daniels FALD into line with its local competitors, 

as the Faculty does not currently offer a Bachelor's degree.  Ryerson University, the University of 

Waterloo, and Carleton University all offer architecture programs at the undergraduate level.  The 

transfer of the BA, Architectural Studies program to the Daniels FALD will provide the Faculty with 

a foundation in undergraduate studies to complement its graduate program, in line with, but 

distinct from other faculties of architecture, landscape and design in the region. The organization of 

these other programs is on a first-entry model, and tends to be technical in focus. The BA, 

Architectural Studies will continue to be grounded in the broad-based liberal arts, while engaging 

student in the constellation of  scientific, aesthetic and social theories and practices that not only 

form the core of knowledge underlying the fields of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and 

Urban Design, but are key to emerging thinking about sustainable urbanization. 

Housing undergraduate architectural studies at the Daniels Faculty will bring the Faculty in line 

with peers at other research-intensive universities in North America, including UBC, and UC 

Berkeley, that maintain lively broad-based undergraduate majors housed and staffed within their 

divisions. 

2. Consultation 
This proposal has been the subject of extensive discussion:  
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•	 at the program level in the Daniels FALD 

•	 in Faculty Meetings and in FALD Council 

•	 between deans and vice/associate deans of  FAS and the Daniels FALD  

•	  with students including 

o	 the BA Architectural Studies Student Society  with the Daniels FALD Architectural 

Studies Program Director, as well as with the FAS Acting Vice Dean Teaching and 

Learning  

o	 all the BA Architectural Studies undergraduate students, as well as current FAS 

students who form the prospective pool of BA Architectural Studies students, that is 

students enrolled in the prerequisite first year BA Architectural Studies course 

offered in the winter term,  

In all meetings it was emphasized that: the academic rationale for the program will remain the 

same; program requirements will not be changed; all students in progress will be able to complete 

their program, with choices during the transition period as indicated in Section 5, below. BA 

Architectural Studies students who are currently enrolled in other FAS major or specialist will be 

able to complete their programs. 

The proposal will be brought forward to Daniels Faculty Council on February 28, 2011 and Faculty 

of Arts and Science Council on March 7, 2011.   

3.	 Program implications 
The program being transferred is currently offered as a Honours BA.  It will continue to be offered 

as a broad Liberal Arts program, in partnership with the Faculty of Arts and Science.   

The transfer of the program from the FAS to the Daniels FALD will require a number of minor 

changes. These are outlined here and reflected in Appendix A: Revised Calendar Copy. 

1.	 Admissions requirements. 

As a Faculty of Arts and Science program, students currently declare their POSt on 

successful completion of their first four credits.  In contrast, effective September 2012, the 

program will be offered as a direct entry program and advertised as such.  This will require 

a change in admission requirements to address requirements for direct entry from high 

school. 

Current admissions requirements: Students must have completed 4.0 full courses or their 

equivalent, including ARC131H1 and ARC132H1. Minimum marks of at least 70% in both 

ARC131H1 and ARC132H1 are required. The student's Cumulative Grade Point Average 

would also be considered. Achieving minimum levels above does not guarantee admission. 

Proposed admissions requirements: 
Current Faculty of Arts & Science requirements for Humanities & Social Sciences:  

•	 Ontario Secondary School Diploma or equivalent with six Grade 12 U/M subjects or 

equivalent, including English. 

•	 The University of Toronto reserves the right to give preference students whose 

marks are the result of a single attempt at each course 

2.	 Program description  

The program description has been revised to reflect the fact that the program will be 

housed in the Daniels FALD - See Appendix A. 

3.	 Course requirements 
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The Course requirements have not been changed but have been edited to reflect the fact 

that this will be a 4 year direct entry program; specifically the ARC131 and ARC132 will no 

longer be gateway courses, but instead will be core foundational requirements for all first 

year BA, Architectural Studies students. - See Appendix A. 

4.	 Access to FAS courses 

Many students currently enrolled in the BA Architectural Studies combine this with a 

second major program of study. Subject to a Letter of Intent, reviewed by the Office of the 

Vice-President and Provost, principles for a memorandum of understanding, to be signed by 

June 30, 2011, have been accepted by the FAS and the Daniels FALD that commit the 

Faculties to ensuring that BA, Architectural Studies students enrolled at Daniels will not be 

disadvantaged in access to selected courses and programs offered by FAS. 

5.	 Faculty requirements 
The Daniels FALD requirements for the BA Architectural Studies Major will be the same as 

those of the FAS, and are detailed in Appendix B. 

4.	 Accommodation for Students Currently Enrolled in the Program 
Student in progress at the time of the transfer will be given the option to complete their studies in 

FAS, or move to the Daniels FALD.  There will be no impact on their program requirements or the 

type of degree conferred regardless of their home Faculty.  Program requirements will remain the 

same. All students will be able to complete their program including completion of any another 

major or specialist that they may be enrolled in FAS. Students will be provided advising both from 

the FAS Registrar's Office and by the Daniels FALD. 

Current enrolment in the program is as follows: 

2009-10 Undergraduate Architecture Student FTE by Major 
Architecture 
Subject Programs Domestic International 

Grand 
Total 

Design Architecture Only

2nd Major in other Subject

Specialist in other Subject 

27.0 

 78.9 

2.0 

      1.8 

 17.4 

1.0 

28.8 

 96.3 

3.0 

Design Total 107.9 20.2 128.1 
History, Theory, 

Criticism Architecture Only

2nd Major in other Subject

 4.4 

 21.6 

   1.6 

0.8 

6.0 

 22.4 

History, Theory, Criticism Total  26.0 2.4 28.4 

Grand Total 133.9 22.6 156.5 
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2009-10 Undergraduate Architecture Student FTE by Major, Year of Study
 

Architecture Subject Year of Study Domestic International 
Grand 
Total 

Design 2

3

4

 39.6       5.8 

 37.0 4.6 

 31.3 9.8 

45.4 

 41.6 

 41.1 

Design Total 107.9 20.2 128.1 
History, Theory, 

Criticism 2

3

4

 3.0 

 12.4 1.6 

 10.6 0.8 

3.0 

 14.0 

 11.4 

History, Theory, Criticism Total  26.0 2.4 28.4 

Grand Total 133.9 22.6 156.5 

5. Financial and Planning Implications 
Pending approval of the transfer of the Honours Bachelor of Arts, Architectural Studies Major 

program from FAS to the Daniels FALD current FAS students will be provided a choice of Faculty 

within which to complete their studies.  All program and degree requirements will remain 

unchanged and graduating students will continue to receive a University of Toronto Honours 

Bachelor of Arts degree. Student transcripts will reflect the Faculty of enrolment.   

If transfer approval is granted in April of the current 2010-2011 academic year, appropriate notice 

will appear in the 2011 FAS Calendar.  Beginning September 2012 new undergraduate students 

entering the University will be admitted directly into the Daniels FALD, Honours Bachelor of Art, 

Architectural Studies Major program. Students will apply through the Ontario Universities' 

Application Centre (OUAC) to the Daniels Faculty. Program and degree requirements will be 

unchanged. 

Table 1 illustrates the proposed transition period. 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

H.S. 
Transfer 
approval 

Calendar 
Notice Full Admit Full Admit Full Admit Full Admi 

Yr1 FAS 

FAS 

FAS 

FAS 

FAS DFALD 

FAS choice 

FAS choice 

FAS choice 

DFALD 

DFALD 

DFALD 

DFALD 

DFALD DFALD 

DFALDDFALD 

FAS/DFALD DFALD 

FAS/DFALD FAS/DFALD 

Yr2 

Yr3 

Yr4 

Table 1. Transition Matrix 
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The Daniels FALD currently delivers all courses required for the major in Architectural Studies and 

supports the program with administrative staff and an academic program director.  This 

arrangement will continue and will be enhanced to provide students enrolled at the Daniels FALD 

access to FALD student and registrarial services, integrating with FAS administratively.  Discussion 

of specific administrative protocols is underway between the FALD and the FAS Assistant Dean and 

Registrar. 

Student fees will continue at current and currently planned levels for the Honours Bachelor of Art 

degree. Access to financial need based aid will be provided by the University's office of Admissions 

and Awards. 

There are no new/additional financial resources at the University-level required for the proposed 

transfer of the BA Architectural Studies Major program. As of the 2012-13 enrolment, Basic Income 

Units (BIUs) will be assigned to FALD, on the basis of student registration.  An agreement has been 

formalized between the two Faculties that delineates the principles that will shape the 

interdivisional arrangement allowing students to enrol in FAS courses as part of their degree 

requirements. There are no implications for faculty members or staff that will result from this 

proposal. 

An interim project planning report for the expansion of the Daniels FALD is being developed that 
considers the space and facility requirements associated with the transfer of the BA Architectural 

Studies to the Daniels FALD. This is being brought forward for approval to the Planning Budget 

Committee on March 2, 2011. 

6. Jurisdictional Information 

Governance Steps Proposed timeline 
Faculty Council Approval February 28, 2011 (FALD) 

March 7, 2011 (FAS) 
Planning and Budget Committee April 6, 2011 

Academic Board April, 26, 2011 

Executive Committee / Governing Council May 19, 2011 
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