May 29, 2003

Professor Carolyn Tuohy
Vice-President, Policy Development
and Associate Provost

Room 206, Simcoe Hall

27 King’s College Circle

University of Toronto

Dear Professor Tuohy:

At its meeting of May 27, 2003, the Council of the School of Graduate Studies approved the

following motion:

THAT SGS Council approve the proposal of the program requirement
change to the Master of Spatial Analysis (M.S.A.) Program of the Department
of Geography, as attached, effective September 2003.

The motion sheet, proposal and rationale are attached. The Division II Executive Committee

approved this proposal at its meeting of May 8, 2003.

On behalf of the Council of the School of Graduate Studies, I am presenting this item to

Governing Council committees, for information.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Alderdice
Secretary to SGS Council
and Coordinator of Policy, Program and Liaison

Encl.
/smr

c.c. J. Cherry J. Desloges C. Johnston
S. Rosatone L. Yee

V. Makarovska
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Motion

School of Graduate Studies Council
Tuesday, May 27, 2003

Item 11.

Proposals to change program requirements:

11.4: Spatial Analysis

MOTION (/) THAT SGS Council approve the proposal of the program
requirement change to the Master of Spatial Analysis (M.S.A.) Program of the
Department of Geography, as attached, effective September 2003.

See attached.

NOTE:

Division II Executive Committee at its meeting of May 8, 2003, approved this
proposal. With SGS Council approval, this item will go to Governing Council
committees for information.
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University Of TO ronto 100 St, George Street, Room 5047
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5S 3G3

Departme‘ﬂt of Qeography Telephone: (416) 978-3375

Programme in Planning Fax: (416) 946-3886

"Professor Joan Cherry

Associate Dean, Division II
School of Graduate Studies
University of Toronto

Re: Changes to Master of Spatial Analysis Program

Dear Joan:

We seek permission to make a change in the joint University of Toronto/Ryerson
University Master of Spatial Analysis (MSA) program. We would like to remove MSA
9010H Accuracy of Spatial Databases from the compulsory core of the program and give
it the status of an elective course. The result would be that the core of the program would
be reduced from five half-courses to four and the program as a whole from seven half-

courses to six (not including three half-course credits for Practicum and Research
Papers).

The proposed change deals with the very heavy workload that plagues students in the first
or fall term. There simply is not enough time to carry five courses effectively in the Fall
term and to provide for some reasonable intellectual reflection concerning the material
covered. We believe we “overdesigned” the core when we started the program three
years ago. Leaving MSA 9010H out of the core and offering it as an elective in the-
Spring would not jeopardize the integrity of the MSA program. Also, the proposed
program change brings the MSA program more in line with other masters programs in
terms of workload. Geography masters programs with a Research Paper require only six

‘half-courses; those with a Thesis require only three half-courses. The MSA Research

Paper is more like a Thesis, since it involves not only a literature review but also
considerable data collection and analysis stage. A reduced core load will allow us to
guide the students through a more carefully structured Research Paper preparation.

The proposed changes were discussed and approved by the joint University of
Toronto/Ryerson University MSA Program Committee and the Board of Directors.

Attached are the current and proposed SGS calendar program descriptions. Changes are
marked in bold in the proposed program description.

Sincerely,

.\ . LY
to \W N
Robert Lewis

Graduate Coordinator



Revised MSA Program (Proposal)

Degree of Master of Spatial Analysis

The Master of Spatial Analysis (M.5.A.) degree program is offered jointly by the
Department of Geography at the University of Toronto and the School of Applied
Geography and the Centre for the Study of Commercial Activity at Ryerson
[Polytechnic] University. The minimum requirement for admission is a B average
in a four-year undergraduate degree or its equivalent. In addition, applicants must
have achieved a minimum B+ average in their last four semesters of
undergraduate study. Also applicants should have at least either a one-semester
credit in GIS or a one-semester credit in applied statistics or quantitative methods,

in their undergraduate program.

The study program emphasizes knowledge of GIS, spatial statistics, and
inferential modeling. The program requires that the student complete six half
courses (four core and two electives), a practicum (for full-time students

only), and a research paper. The four core courses are commonto all

students; the elective courses are chosen from two streams:

physical/landscape and business/commercial. The research paper must be
presented and defended in an oral examination before a committee of faculty
members. This is a 12-month full-timc program or 24-month part-time progeau.

Master of Spatial Analysis
Students must take MSA 9020H, 9030H, 9040H, 9050H, 1100H, 4444H,

MSA 9010H
MSA 9G20H

MSA 9030H
MSA 2040H
MSA 9050H
MSA 5110H
MSA 9120H
MSA 9210H
MSA 9220H
MSA 1100Y
MSA 4444H
MSA 9230H

Accuracy of Spatial Databases/F. Csillag

Geographic Spatial Database Management and Spatial
Technologies/Staff

Analytical Methods and Spatial Data/Staff

GIS Froject Management Applications/D. Boyes, Staff
Digital Cartography/Staff

Geodemographics/Staff

Spatial Technologies in Strategic Planning/Staff’
Measurements and Modelling of Surface Environments/S. Munro
Remote Sensing/J. Chen

Research Paper (CR/NCR)

Practicum (for full-time students only)
Land/Geographic Information Systems/V. Robinson
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