
Welcome to UTM

1

UTM Orientation 2026
Campus Affairs Committee

September 15, 2026

Chad Nuttall

Assistant Dean of Students & International Initiatives



Background and Objectives
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Background

• In Fall 2004 (and all years following) the term 

began the Tuesday after Labour Day

Objectives

• Reimagine UTM Orientation to address this date 

change and to improve current orientation offerings

• Deliver the Most Welcoming and Inclusive 

Orientation



Reminder of UTM Orientation Format
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• A general move away from content sessions to 

community-focused programming

• One Schedule, One website

• Concurrent events: open call for proposals 

from departments and student groups

• Inclusive, welcoming and accessible program 

• Centralized schedule coordination and logistics 

coordinated by the Centre for Student 

Engagement (CSE)



UTM Orientation 2026
Third Year of the New Model
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• 3,441 (91%) new students registered and built their 
schedules! 

• Over 130 programs, activities and events during the 7 
days

• Student groups and societies hosted 50 events with 
$45k in financial support

• 125 student groups and 47 campus partners 
participated in fairs

• Continued growth of Volunteer Program to 196 upper 
year students, alumni and staff and faculty 

• 1147 first year students moved into residence over two 
Move-In Days



Assessing UTM Orientation

I was initially very intimidated by the 

change from high school to university 

but once I saw the willingness of the 

upper year students to help, I felt more 

comfortable in the support available.  

This is what I would consider by 

biggest success in Orientation as it was 

a goal of mine to find community.

UTM Orientation 
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I know where to go or who to ask if I need help

I am proud to be a UTM student

My questions were answered

I feel more confident attending my first week of classes

I feel more connected to the UTM community

I have made a friend

I am more academically confident to start university

Disagree Neutral Agree or Strongly agree



Assessing UTM Orientation (2)
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I was initially very intimidated by the 

change from high school to university 

but once I saw the willingness of the 

upper year students to help, I felt more 

comfortable in the support available.  

This is what I would consider by 

biggest success in Orientation as it was 

a goal of mine to find community.

UTM Orientation 2025 

Participant
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