
 
To: Governing Council 

Academic Board 
Business Board 
University Affairs Board 
University of Toronto Mississauga Campus Council 
University of Toronto Scarborough Campus Council 
College of Electors 
Principals, Deans, Academic Directors, and Chairs 
Professional and Managerial Staff 
Confidential Staff 
President of UTFA 
Presidents of Employee Unions 
University of Toronto Alumni Association, Board of Directors 
Presidents of APUS, GSU, SCSU, UTMSU, and UTSU  

From: Professor Melanie Woodin, President 
Date: June 5, 2026 
Re: Call for Nominations: Honorary Degree Recipients for 2027 
  
 
The Committee for Honorary Degrees invites nominations for honorary degree 
recipients for 2027. As the University approaches its Bicentennial, the Committee 
encourages broad participation in this important process and invites you and your 
colleagues to nominate exceptional individuals whose achievements reflect the highest 
aspirations and ideals of the University of Toronto. 
 
Through the conferring of honorary degrees, the University of Toronto seeks to 
recognize extraordinary achievement in a number of different realms. It also seeks to 
honour those individuals whose accomplishments are of such excellence that they 
provide, through example, inspiration and leadership to the graduates of the University. 
Their esteem should be such that, by virtue of accepting an honorary degree, their 
presence will bring honour and distinction to the University of Toronto. Their 
achievements should also be consistent with the University’s fundamental values as 
articulated in the Statement of Institutional Purpose and other foundational documents. 
 
In this Bicentennial context, the Committee particularly encourages nominators to give 
thoughtful and strategic consideration to candidates whose contributions have had 
profound impact within their fields, communities, or public life, whether through 
internationally recognized leadership or through work whose significance and influence 
are immediately evident. 
 
Read about the 2026 honorary degree recipients here.   

https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/page/university-toronto-statement-institutional-purpose
https://www.utoronto.ca/news/convocation-2026-u-t-confer-honorary-degrees-nine-inspiring-individuals


 

The Committee’s recommendation of nominees to the Governing Council aims to reflect 
the national character of Canada, its regional and cultural diversity, and the character 
and richness of the University itself. As such, it is important that the pool of candidates 
reflects diversity in all of its dimensions.   
 
Please refer to the Committee for Honorary Degrees website for Nomination Package 
Instructions, the Nomination Form (fillable PDF format), Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs), and other information about the process. 
 
Nomination packages may be submitted at any time; however, the deadline for 
nominations for consideration for 2026 is Tuesday, September 8, 2026, no later than 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Questions may be directed to honorary.degrees@utoronto.ca. 
 
Thank you in advance for your contribution to this important process. 
 

https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/governance-bodies/committee-honorary-degrees
mailto:honorary.degrees@utoronto.ca
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