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The project was initiated in the MCS223 
Signs Meaning and Culture course. 

Students had to apply a theory discussed 
in the course (narratology, gender 
performativity, rhetoric, feminism, 
Marxism, anagnorisis, and semiotics) to a 
tale in Boccaccio’s The Decameron. The 
research was then organized into an 
ArcGIS story map designed by their 
professor, Dr. Teresa Russo.

Students used images and maps to discuss 
their tale and build a virtual museum of 
The Decameron. 

Material Culture and Semiotics
A multidisciplinary approach to objects and 
signs from antiquity to the present at 
Victoria College.



FROM THE PREFACE OF THE ARCGIS:
“This project is an international effort, which draws attention to the 
uncertainties and nuances of the human condition. Its contents are 
relatable, informative, and ready to be used by frontline 
teachers. . . . 

Most impressive for me, as a teacher, is the level of depth that Dr. 
Russo's students have achieved in their close readings of The 
Decameron. By examining the tales' various settings, events, 
artworks, and social, cultural, political, and religious milieus, 
students have demonstrated how to extend one's textual critique 
beyond mere plot summary to usher readers on a journey across 
time and space. In selecting suitable theoretical frameworks, literary 
elements, and research methods, students make meaning of each 
tale, thereby presenting teachers with a variety of rewarding 
perspectives via which they may enrich their lessons and activities. 

The comprehensive, experiential learning component of the MCS224 
course (Signs, Meaning, and Culture) …shares meaningful, 
educational resources that high school teachers and students may 
access. Framed by comparisons between the bubonic plague (the 
Black Death) and the COVID-19 pandemic, this community-
oriented project gives teachers in all 70 Ontario school boards 
literary and visual learning tools to discuss complex periods of 
history.”

Gianluca Agostinelli, M.A., M.Ed., Ph.D. (ABD), OCT
Niagara Catholic District School Board

Meet Our Community Partner



WINNERS OF THE EWO WIL ONTARIO 
STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARD
Clockwise from top left: Amrita Brar, Hannah 
Guiang, Mailey Horner, Rion Levy, Sai Vipin Nikam, 
Josefina Novoa Reátegui, Anita Jyothi Sritharan and 
Theodosiya Zyla.

Students in the MCS223 Signs Meaning and 
Culture course recently won an Experiential & 
Work-Integrated Learning Ontario Student of the 
Year Award. The award recognizes students who 
have shown a strong contribution to work-
integrated learning — an experiential learning 
approach that combines academic studies with 
experience in the workplace or another practical 
setting.

MCS students hone their skills of oral and written 
communications, collaboration, project 
management and time management, and the skill 
to discuss an academic topic with a general 
audience, while they create an interactive, 
educational resource bank designed to help 
teachers in High schools across Ontario explore 
The Decameron and the Middle Ages in their 
classrooms. 

https://ewo.ca/awards/


Day III.8
The Tale of 
Ferondo
Josefina Novoa Reátegui
considers the rhetorical 
device of irony in this tale. 





Day IV.1
The Tale of 
Tancredi and 
Ghismonda
Sai Vipin Nikam highlights the 
social inequalities then and 
now, while comparing Lady 
Fortune of the Middle Ages to 
Naseeb of Medieval India.





Day VIII.10
Tale of Salabaetto
and Iancofiore
Rion Levy discusses how       
the narrative uses the 
Mediterranean Sea as a 
symbol of movement and 
connectivity.





Students are grateful to the Map 
and Data Library for supporting our 

platform.

Thank you to 
Director Marcel Fortin,
Map and Data Library

University of Toronto Libraries

and 

Gerald Romme,
GIS Analyst 

Map and Data Library
University of Toronto Libraries

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a592420100444771a9789b2ecab0ae5d/edit

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a592420100444771a9789b2ecab0ae5d/edit
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