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Reflection room 

The recently renovated Reflection Room on the 8th floor of Robarts Library is available to all students, staff and faculty for religious, spiritual and secular practices, including prayer, meditation, yoga, and mindfulness.

The room is equipped with yoga mats and props, meditation cushions and benches, books about yoga and mindfulness, and prayer mats. There is an adjacent ablution room.

Noise-cancelling headphones and iPods loaded with guided mindfulness meditations are available for 2-hour loan at the Course Reserves desk on the 4th floor.

The room is reserved for the mid-day Duhr prayer (12:30 – 1:30 pm) and afternoon Asr prayer (5:00 – 6:00 pm) Monday - Thursday. �
Health & Wellness is promoting use of the room through its peer wellness ambassadors.
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Family Study Space

Developed in collaboration with the University's Family Care Office and funded by a Chief Librarian's Innovation Fund

Located on the 9th floor of Robarts Library.

Capacity for up to 20 adults and children 

Includes workstations, collaborative space, a children’s play area with furniture and toys, a large screen TV/monitor, and nearby access to washrooms with comfortable nursing and baby changing facilities. 

The room is available to current students, staff, and faculty who must pre-register in order to get a key fob. Once the user is registered, they may access the room on a first come, first served basis.
 
It opened for use in March 2018, and we have had over 170 registrants and overwhelmingly positive feedback about the space.  

The most recent development has been the plan for programming in the space including temporary childminding during finals, an open
house and library services orientation at the start of each semester, and a reading circle and/or crafting event for parents with their children. This initiative will also be funded through a Chief Librarian’s Innovation Fund allocation. 
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Knowledge Keeper in Residence Space:

In 2018, a space within the Gerstein Science Information Centre was set up as the new home of the Knowledge Keeper in Residence program. This space was retrofitted according to the standards set out by the Fire Safety Prevention guidelines.  

Since then, we have been working with the U of T's Director of Indigenous Initiatives Jonathan Hamilton Diabo, and have had many consultations with Indigenous students and faculty, the Toronto Public Library, and the  U of T Elder circle.  We will continue these consultations as we work to launch the program. 

The Knowledge Keeper will advise on furnishings and other aspects of the room. 

This program will be different from similar programs on campus in that its primary purpose is to offer research support through providing access to  traditional knowledge. This would be one more way for the library to provide access to and support the building of knowledge. 

The Knowledge Keeper will meet with students, one on one or in small groups. 

Jonathan Hamilton-Diabo is currently  putting together a call for expressions of interest for the Knowledge Keeper in Residence role. 

Since the room has been made available, 2 events have already been held:

Tobacco tie session

Smudging session

The space increases capacity for these kind of events, and the Library has been contacted by departments and offices across the university to host events there.

 






Dentistry Library Engineering & Computer 
Science Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With support from the Provost, we have been able to improve student space. 

Other capital projects: improved student spaces at Gerstein, including group study rooms. Dentistry Library, Engineering Library
For Robarts itself, we have also received approval to improve the Reading Rooms on the second and third floors. We have an ongoing project to upgrade the graduate student carrels. 


Dentistry: 
Modernized to better support the study and teaching of dentistry in the 21st century. 
 Transformed into a modern, comfortable, and bright space. 
Some of the new and upgraded features include: 
ergonomically designed furniture, 
more power outlets along the wall and throughout the table tops,
newly renovated group study rooms, 
new flooring, 
and a fresh coat of paint.
In the short time since we have re-opened, we have received wonderful feedback from the Dentistry students, staff and faculty.
I am pleased to hear that it already is being well used.
I have been told that the library has had a 40% increase in usage compared to the same time last year.

Engineering
Modernized to better support the study and teaching of engineering in the 21st century.  
·            Modernize into a comfortable and bright space.
·            Offer different types of study spaces including group study areas and areas for quiet study
·            New furniture
 
There were also some renovations done to the library a few years ago that added new study carrels, updated carpeting and added electrical outlets.
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Robarts Common – if you’ve been past Robarts lately you can see that construction is well underway

Five-story free standing additional to Robarts Library
Located on the west side of Robarts Library with an entrance on the south end
Connected to the library by bridges on floors two, three, four and five
Outdoor square with Wi-Fi access and seating amongst the cherry trees for studying in the warmer months

Adds 1200 study space
Increases Robarts Library's capacity to 6,000 seats
Provide 24 hour access to study space during peak times in the academic year




Onsite Counselling

Therapy Dogs

Personal Librarian Program
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In addition to updating existing spaces and creating new spaces to support students, we are also engaged in a number of other initiatives to support student learning and wellness:

Personal Librarian program, light therapy, pet therapy, Mindful Moments

Largest implementation of the Personal Librarian program

Connects every first-year undergraduate in the Faculty of Arts & Science, Faculty of Applied Science & Engineering, and Faculty of Music with a librarian. 

The program also includes all incoming OISE graduate students. 

Personal librarians communicate with their students around key dates in the academic year to offer advice and assistance.

Bella, the St. John Ambulance therapy dog, helps students relax and take a break at Gerstein Science Information Centre during the stressful final exam periods. 

Light therapy lamps are one mode of treatment for Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD), also known as the “winter blues.” The lamps are designed to mimic spring and summer light levels. They are used by reading, working or relaxing in front of them for 20-30 minutes per day. Four of the lamps are available for use in Robarts Library. There are also four light therapy lamps at the OISE Library. 

Guided secular meditation sessions are offered in the Reflection Room every Tuesday from 2:00 - 2:30 pm by a librarian who is a certified Mindful Moments instructor, as part of the University's Mindful Moments series. 

Our most recent initiative has involved partnering with Sandy Welsh, VP Students and Janine Robb of the office of Health & Wellness to pilot a counselling service at Robarts during the exam period. Two counsellors were onsite from April 8th – 30th from 5pm – 10pm. Appointments were offered in English, Mandarin, Hindi and Punjabi. The counsellors met with a # of students and noted that they were able to de-escalate student anxiety, so it clearly filled a need. 
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