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ITEM IDENTIFICATION:  
School of Graduate Studies: Proposal of the Department of Adult Education and Counselling 
Psychology for a Flexible-time Ph.D. option within the Adult Education and Community 
Development Program, effective September 2005  
 
JURISDICTIONAL INFORMATION: 
The Committee receives for information flex-time options for PhD studies approved by SGS Council.  
 
PREVIOUS ACTION TAKEN: 
October 26, 2004 – Approved by the Council of the School of Graduate Studies 
 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
The doctoral students in Adult Education and Community Development (AECD) are predominantly 
employed in organizations external to the formal school system. Some of these students are admitted 
into the doctorate directly from the master’s degree studies in AECD. Maturity and practical 
experience, preferably in areas related to adult education, are characteristics of most AECD doctoral 
applicants, and are considered advantageous characteristics. To capitalize fully on that strength, 
AECD proposes to offer the flexible-time Ph.D., in addition to the full-time Ph.D., beginning in 
September 2005. Details of the proposal are to be found in the attached summary documentation.  
 
The addition of a flexible-time PhD Program will have no impact on the full-time PhD Program. The 
Admission process will be the same for flexible-time PhD applicants as for full-time applicants. The 
addition of a flexible-time PhD option will not increase the overall quota of doctoral students. 
Flexible-time PhD completion stages will be the same as for the full-time PhD with an overall time 
limit for completion of 8 years rather than 6. Students must be registered full-time and pay full-time 
fees for four years and may be registered as part-time thereafter.  
 
 
FINANCIAL AND/OR PLANNING IMPLICATIONS: 
There are no new/additional financial resources required to implement the flex-time PhD 
option. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
For Information. 














