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ITEM IDENTIFICATION:  
School of Graduate Studies: Proposal of the Department of Theory and Policy Studies in 
Education for a Flexible-time Ph.D. option within the Higher Education and Educational 
Administration Programs, effective September 2004. 
 
JURISDICTIONAL INFORMATION: 
The Committee has general responsibility for policy on, and for monitoring, flex-time options for 
Ph.D. students approved by SGS Council. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION TAKEN: 
The School of Graduate Studies approved this proposal at its Council meeting on May 25, 
2004. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
A strength of the doctoral programs in Theory and Policy Studies is that the students come 
from a wide variety of backgrounds. The programs attract relatively few students directly 
into doctoral stream master’s degree studies and even fewer directly from undergraduate 
studies. Maturity and professional experience, preferably in areas related to theory and policy 
studies, prior to enrolment, are advantageous for students and for the department. To 
capitalize fully on that strength, the department proposes to offer a Flexible-time Ph.D. In 
order to be considered for admission to the program, students will have to demonstrate the 
relevance and applicability of the flex-time Ph.D. to their professional work, to their 
proposed courses of study, and to the doctoral research that they propose to pursue. 
 
FINANCIAL AND/OR PLANNING IMPLICATIONS: 
There are no new/additional financial resources required to implement the flex-time option. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
For Information. 














