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ITEM IDENTIFICATION:  
School of Graduate Studies: Proposal that the Department of Geography to change the 
requirements of the Master of Science in Planning (M.Sc.Pl.) Program, as specified in the 
attachment, effective September 2004. 
 
JURISDICTIONAL INFORMATION: 
The Committee has authority to approve changes to curriculum within established degree 
programs that can be accomplished with existing resources and are not major.  
 
PREVIOUS ACTION TAKEN: 
The School of Graduate Studies approved this proposal at its Council meeting on May 25, 
2004. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
Currently, students are encouraged to pursue a planning internship during the summer 
between their first and second year. A committee of faculty and students in the Planning 
program recommended that the internship become a required part of the program to improve 
the quality of the program. Students would be required to pursue the planning internship. 
Part-time students who are employed in a planning environment may be exempted from this 
requirement, however, the Planning Director would retain final discretion in deciding when 
and exemption is appropriate and if the conditions for internship have been satisfied.  
 
In addition, the Department has clarified the internship conditions and its role in assisting 
students with finding internships appropriate to the students’ research and career interests, 
but noting that it is the student’s responsibility to obtain an internship. 
 
FINANCIAL AND/OR PLANNING IMPLICATIONS: 
There are no new/additional financial resources required to implement the changes. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Committee on Academic Policy and Programs approve: 
 
THAT the Department of Geography change the requirements of the Master of Science in 
Planning (M.Sc.Pl.) Program, as specified in the attachment, effective September 2004. 








