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additional information requested by AP&P. The proposal was discussed with Principals and Deans 
on November 25, 2004 and was endorsed by them.  
 
If approved by Governing Council, the proposal for the new degree would go forth to the OCGS 
Appraisals Committee for consideration of the degree requirements. Subsequent to OCGS 
acceptance of the guiding principles, each graduate unit would decide for itself whether the 
awarding of this degree to its students is consistent with its doctoral program and 
disciplinary culture and as outlined in the criteria outlined in the attached summary. A 
proposal from a graduate unit to offer this degree will require the approval of the relevant 
divisional executive committee as well as the SGS Council. It is intended that currently registered 
students and future students in programs that elect to offer the M.Phil. will be eligible for it. 
Students who have lapsed, and former students who have completed their Ph.D. are not eligible. 
 
 
FINANCIAL AND/OR PLANNING IMPLICATIONS: 
The M.Phil. will be awarded only in absentia; there will be a diploma and a notation on a student’s 
transcript indicating they have been awarded an M.Phil. degree. A modest ROSI upgrade will be 
required to implement the new degree. There will be some modest ongoing costs associated with the 
awarding of the degree. These costs will be handled in the same manner as for other degree programs. 
 
The proposal will be going forth to Planning and Budget at the December 7 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Committee on Academic Policy and Programs recommend to the 
Academic Board for approval: 
 
THAT the School of Graduate Studies proposal for an In-Program Master of Philosophy Degree 
(M.Phil.) as specified in the attached letter from the School dated November, 2004 be approved.  
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School of Graduate Studies 
University of Toronto 

  
December, 2004 

 
 
 
 

A Proposal to Offer a New In-Program Degree, the Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) 
 

This is a proposal for an in-program graduate degree to be instituted at the University of 
Toronto, to be known as the Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.). Doctoral students in programs 
that have incorporated the degree will receive it en route to the Ph.D., when they have 
completed all requirements for the Ph.D., exclusive of the thesis. The effective date will be 
the date upon which the first doctoral program follows the steps outlined below and is 
authorized to offer the degree. The degree will not be awarded retroactively.   
 
The reasons for this initiative are all based on the premise that graduate students who are 
engaged in a long, complex degree program can benefit from the identification of scholarly 
milestones that can affirm their progress and empower them to complete their work. In 
programs where this type of degree is consistent with scholarly traditions, the presence of 
the M.Phil will be a useful recruitment tool, especially in the context of direct entry doctoral 
programs. Discussions with current graduate students indicate that the years between the 
completion of one degree and the next can be long, and that creating a way to mark real 
achievements in an official way would be appreciated. We reject the concept of an in-
program M.A. or M.Sc. that functions as a time marker or as a failed Ph.D. The creation of 
a new degree with rigorous criteria is in keeping with our academic standards and 
aspirations. The M.Phil. will be awarded for the completion of a significant portion of the 
work required toward the Ph.D. Candidates for the Ph.D. who have been awarded the 
M.Phil. will not be eligible to transfer from the Ph.D. to an MA/MSc program. Ultimately, the 
Ph.D. will be awarded when the dissertation and its successful defense are also 
completed.  
 
The following criteria will apply to the In-Program Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) degree: 
 
1. The M.Phil. degree will be conferred only as an in-program degree on candidates for 

the Ph.D., who are in good academic standing, according to the General Regulations of 
the SGS Calendar. 

2. The requirement for the M.Phil. degree will be that the candidate has completed all 
requirements for the Ph.D. degree exclusive of the thesis, including course 
requirements, language requirements and departmental examinations.  

3. Only graduate units whose requirements for the Ph.D. degree include substantial pre-
thesis program requirements, such as significant course requirements, departmental 
qualifying examinations, and language requirements, will offer the M.Phil. degree. 
Normally, a graduate unit will be authorized to award the M.Phil. degree: 

a. To candidates admitted on the basis of a bachelor’s degree only when its 
program requirements for this category of student include the completion of at 
least five full-course equivalent graduate courses and a departmental qualifying 
examination; and  

b. To candidates admitted on the basis of a master’s degree only when its 
program requirements for this category of student include the completion of at 
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least three full-course equivalent graduate courses (exclusive of any taken in 
the master’s program) and a departmental qualifying examination.  

 
This proposal has been discussed on two occasions by each of the four divisional SGS 
Executive Committees, and was extensively debated at two meetings of SGS Council prior 
to the January 27, 2004, meeting at which it was passed by Council. Discussion at a 
meeting of SGS Council on October 26 affirmed that the Council wishes to see this 
proposal go forward. The proposal was presented to the GSU General Council in 
November, 2003. A motion of GSU support for the M.Phil. proposal received almost 
unanimous support at that meeting. A reaffirmation of that support is given in a letter from 
the current GSU President (attached).  
 
Discussion at OCGS Council (June, 2004) indicates that they support the concept. If 
approved by University of Toronto governance, the degree requirements will be considered 
by the OCGS Appraisals Committee. Subsequent to their acceptance of the guiding 
principles (as above), each graduate unit at University of Toronto can decide whether the 
awarding of this degree is consistent with its disciplinary culture. A proposal from a 
graduate unit to offer this degree within an existing Ph.D. program will require the approval 
of the relevant divisional graduate executive committee as well as SGS Council. The 
existence of the M.Phil. will be an aspect of the next periodic appraisal of that doctoral 
program, but the act of adding it will not necessitate an appraisal.  
 
The resources required to incorporate an in-course degree are modest. The M.Phil. will be 
awarded only in absentia. Graduate units awarding the M.Phil. degree will inform SGS 
when eligible candidates in their graduate units have completed the requirements for the 
degree. These students will receive a notation on their transcripts saying that they have 
been awarded an M.Phil. degree. Diplomas will be produced and conveyed to the students 
on a biannual basis. There will be some modest one-time cost associated with putting 
registration measures into place, and ongoing costs associated with file notation and 
diploma production.  To give some sense of the maximum number of students who might 
reach this stage of achievement each year, the numbers of doctoral students who are 
currently registered in Year 4 are: Division I: 125 students in 21 programs; Division II: 227 
in 21 programs; Division III: 203 in 14 programs; Division IV: 230 in 21 programs. 
Discussions suggest that there is particularly strong support for the degree among 
programs in Divisions I and II. It is intended that currently registered students and future 
students in programs that elect to offer the M.Phil. will be eligible for it. Students who have 
lapsed, and former students who have completed their Ph.D. are not eligible.  
 
At a number of major North American research universities a similar in-program Master of 
Philosophy degree is offered, i.e., a degree awarded en route to the Ph.D. when the 
candidate has completed an advanced stage of the Ph.D. program. A list of representative 
peer institutions, both public and private, is attached. The information was gathered from 
institutional publications in 2003. The U of T proposal is most similar to the Yale model.  

 
 











January, 2005 
School of Graduate Studies 
University of Toronto 
 

Addendum to the Proposal to Offer a New In-Program Degree, the Master of 
Philosophy (M.Phil.) 

 
 

Matters arose during the discussion of this proposal at the December 8, 2004, meeting of 
the Committee on Academic Policy and Programs. The following information is provided 
as a supplement to the proposal, in response to queries tabled at that time.  
 
Is it appropriate to offer “two degrees for the same work completed”?  
 As was noted at AP&P, the proposed M.Phil, resembles in this regard the (now 
defunct) three-year Bachelor of Arts degree, which stood on a student’s record if the 
student subsequently completed) a four-year Bachelor of Arts degree. Other examples of 
current practice that allow coursework to be counted toward more than one degree are 
graduate diplomas within graduate programs, and combined graduate degrees.   
 
Is it expected to have an effect on time to degree?  
 It is not expected that the presence of the M.Phil. in units who elect to offer it will 
have a major impact on time to completion, but it may have a salutary effect, as suggested 
by a Dean from Columbia (below).  A Dean from Yale offered the opinion that it did not 
have much effect on time to degree, but does likely shorten time to withdrawal for those 
who do not complete the doctorate.  
 
What have been the experiences of institutions like Yale and Columbia, where the M.Phil. 
has been in place for some time? 
 Information about Columbia’s experience was obtained from an Associate Dean 
(email, 12/14/04). At Columbia, completion of the M.Phil. requirements can lead to a 
Departmental recommendation that the student receive an M.Phil., but not advance to 
candidacy. This is not an option  in the proposal that is under consideration here. 
Dean Beatrice Terrien-Somerville wrote,  

“Columbia’s MPhil was first awarded in the late 1960s as an ABD degree.  It is useful in the 
following ways: 

a) As a milestone between coursework/exams stage and the dissertation stage. 
b) In departments where the MPhil exams include the defense of a PhD topic proposal, we think that 

TTD is reduced.  This is because some students feel isolated after the MPhil and if their topic is 
already approved during the MPhil exam, they are ready to start research right away.  In many 
departments where students take 6 months to a year to bring their topic to their department for 
approval, TTD is longer. 

c) Some departments use the MPhil/PhD topic stage to evaluate students’ capacity for actually 
creating an original, independent dissertation.  Minds that excel at coursework do not always 
engage successfully in original dissertation research.  Thus, students know that even though they 
may not be advanced to candidacy for the PhD dissertation stage, at least they earn a degree after 
their exams.  (i.e., a student who passes the MPhil exam but does not pass the PhD topic part of it 
still receives the MPhil but is not advanced to candidacy for the PhD).” 
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Information about Yale’s experience was obtained by telephone interview with 
Associate Dean Richard Sleight (01/03/05). He was uncertain about when the M.Phil. 
had been introduced, but confirmed that it was a long-standing feature of their 
graduate programs. It seems that at Yale the M.Phil. may have been established in all 
doctoral programs at some time in the past, with the opportunity to opt out. Yale’s 
definition of the degree requirements are copied, below.  

Programs in the humanities and social sciences feel that the offering furthers their 
goals; the M.Phil. is a part of their tradition. In one case, it is used to identify high level 
education in a field other than a graduate student’s primary departmental home. The 
“M.Phil. Fellowship in Medieval Studies” provides students who are enrolled in 
departments other than Medieval Studies a fully-funded (third) year of coursework in 
Medieval Studies; those successfully completing this program are awarded an M.Phil. 
in Medieval Studies. This work is in addition to that required in a student’s own 
department, which normally takes two years. The stated purpose of this program is to 
help these graduates compete successfully in the job market, and to pursue productive 
scholarly careers as medievalists without diluting their training within their specific 
departmental disciplines.  

Programs in the biomedical sciences have modified their use of the M.Phil. or have 
eliminated it. There is a great deal of flexibility around the degree in the sciences. 
Dean Sleight noted that it can be a valued milestone, if it is clearly distinct from other 
masters degrees. He noted that in fields with relatively few courses and examinations, 
it can be challenging to identify of appropriate criteria for the M. Phil.  

 
 
 

FROM THE YALE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES: 

REQUIREMENTS 

Degree of Master of Philosophy  

The Master of Philosophy is a degree en route to the Ph.D. The minimum general 
requirements for this degree are that a student shall have completed all requirements for 
the Ph.D. except the prospectus and dissertation. Students will not generally have 
satisfied the requirements for the Master of Philosophy until after two years of study, 
except where graduate work done before admission to Yale has reduced the student's 
graduate course work at Yale. In no case will the degree be awarded for less than one 
year of residence in the Yale Graduate School. Not all departments offer the M.Phil 
degree. 
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The In-Program Master of Philosophy Degree Proposal: A Student-Friendly Initiative 
 

Dear Members of Academic Board, 
 
The Graduate Students’ Union supports the proposal by the School of Graduate Studies for 
the in-program M.Phil. degree. As an organization, we debated this issue numerous times 
throughout its development process, culminating in a presentation by then-Associate Dean 
Bernard Katz and subsequent debate at the GSU Council meeting of November 24, 2003. 
 
We speak in favour of the proposal as a student-friendly initiative, and as something that 
we collectively believe will benefit the current and future generations of graduate students 
who attend the University of Toronto, for the following reasons: 
 

1. The Ph.D. program is long, with times to completion often exceeding 5-6 years. For 
many programs, the most significant milestones – qualifying exams, 
comprehensives, course- and field-work, and language requirements, to name a few 
– are completed relatively early. Following the completion of those milestones is a 
lengthy stretch – marked by regular thesis advisory committee meetings in many 
programs – of research, at the bench or in the library, until the writing of the thesis 
and final defense. It is during this period that most students withdraw, where they 
are perhaps most vulnerable to burnout. The M.Phil. would ideally serve as an 
additional “staging” or milestone within the doctoral program. 

 
2. With this additional milestone definition in place, students may experience a 

personal benefit; that being the option to leave the program with a degree should 
extenuating circumstances take place. Having said that, we do not view the M.Phil. 
as a consolation prize, or as a drop-out degree; it is, instead, part of a natural 
progression toward the Ph.D., and a natural end-point as well. 

 
3. With respect to considering the M.Phil a “consolation prize,” we offer the following for 

consideration: Is the M.Phil. not a more appropriate option than the back-transfer to 
an M.A. or M.Sc.? How can a 4 or even 5 year M.A. or M.Sc. favourably compare to 
the normal 1-2 year time to completion for that degree? 

 
4. Although few in number, direct-entry Ph.D. students who already have a Master’s 

would be able to benefit from the M.Phil., as it would provide them recognition for 
work accomplished if they need to leave due to mitigating circumstances. 

 
5. Finally, we believe that the M.Phil would positively add to the diversity of 

programs at the University of Toronto. A criticism of the proposal is that 
departments have the flexibility and choice to offer (or not) the M.Phil., thus 
increasing the inequality in doctoral programs at the University. However, it is clear 
that different fields and disciplines at this University of their very nature must have 
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different degree requirements and milestones, and are therefore by definition 
unequal, but not any less meaningful. 

 
We have, as an organization, discussed additional merits and criticisms of this proposal, as 
have the School of Graduate Studies, the Principals and Deans of this University, and has 
the Academic Policy and Programs Committee of this Board. We have seen beyond that, 
as well, to the potential that the M.Phil. offers in strengthening the graduate program at this 
University. The logistics of implementation of the M.Phil. will occupy us for the time of the 
current generation of graduate students. I ask you to consider the benefits the M.Phil will 
have on the perspectives and choices of incoming classes of graduate students, and trust 
that you will decide fairly and well. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mahadeo A. Sukhai 
GSU President 2004-2005 
 
This document was developed in collaboration with: 
 
Ms. Roberta Tucci, GSU Vice-President (Internal) and Chair, Funding Committee 
Ms. Nancy Dawe, Executive-At-Large and co-Chair, Academics Committee 
Mr. Anthony Kola-Olusanya, Executive-At-Large and member of SGS Council 
Ms. Gina Trubiani, Executive-At-Large and co-Chair, Academics Committee 
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