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New Technologies 

 Years of research on effective design of online course 
components 

 No intention to replace face-to-face learning at the 
University of Toronto 

 Enhancements to in-class learning 

 
 



Online Courses 
Shafique Virani – Research Opportunities  ROP-99Y 
The metaphor of the “journey” 
 



Open Courseware 

 



Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) 



Coursera 

 UofT’s first step into MOOCs through  
Coursera  
 
 
 



 
 Our 5 Coursera coursettes: over 200,000 students 
 Self-directed progress combined with integrated self-

assessments and homework assignments 
 Peer-to-peer interactions 
 Feedback to students (automated and peer-based) 

 

 



Unwise to put all our eggs in one basket 
 

 iTunes  
 Just signed on with edX 



Opportunities   

 University of Toronto reach & recognition 
 

 Creating inverted or blended models for UofT 
courses 
 

 Revenue possibilities 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Challenges 

 Commitment of resources  
 
 Complex production 
 

 



Revenue Possibilities? 

 Certificates of mastery with invigilated exams 

 Licencing to colleges / other universities of 
content or assignments for blended learning 

 Career services 

 Continuing education  
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Open Publishing 
 Partnership between library and OVPR 
 Profiles faculty research, interests and activities 
 Lists faculty publications, links to full-text 
 Integrated with T-Space, allowing for work to be profiled in Focus 

and archived in T-Space 
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