
2016 Governing Council Election 
Full-Time Undergraduate Students – Constituency I (Candidate Statements) 

 

2016 Governing Council Election – Candidate Statement - Full-Time Undergraduate Students (Constituency I)   Page 1 of 8 
 

 
 
 

2016 Governing Council Elections 
Student Candidates’ Statements 

 
Voting Period: Monday, February 8, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. to Friday, Friday February 19, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. 

Online voting will take place on U-elecT at voting.utoronto.ca 

 
Full-Time Undergraduate Students – Constituency I 
 
Mohammad Amin 

Trust, dedication, leadership, results. MOHAMMAD 
AMIN for Governing Council. I am here to voice your 
concerns on issues that are important to you. Introducing 
better co-op opportunities, ensuring that the administration 
makes the right decisions that act in our best interests and 
strengthening the bond between our three campuses are 
matters that I will passionately pursue. I am a born leader. I 
have an outstanding history of accomplishments at various 
UTM and UofT organizations. Elect me as your 
representative at the highest decision making body at UofT. 
Mohammad Amin, your voice at the Governing Council. 
www.facebook.com/Amin4GC  

 

Bamdad Attaran 
 
The University of Toronto is considered to be Canada’s best University 
in terms of research and education. Though it is truly evident that many 
students of the university are not pleased .The university has one of 
lowest student approval rates in Canada, due to concerns about high 
tuition and a lack of interest in student wellbeing. The governing student 
council has the potential to transform the university's policies. Vote for 
Bamdad Attaran, it’s time for progress. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/Amin4GC
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Ibraheem Aziz 
 
My name is Ibraheem Aziz and I am a first-year 
undergraduate student in the Rotman Commerce program 
at the University of Toronto, St. George Campus. I have a 
strong background in youth and student governance, 
including service on the City Youth Council of Toronto as 
a Junior Councillor and as a member of the Student 
Activity Council at my high school. I am dedicated to 
providing a strong, professional voice for students at the 
University of Toronto and am committed to ensuring all 
students received maximum benefit individual university 
experiences. 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ibraheem-aziz-b947bb67 
 
 

Kush Beepat 
 
If elected, I intend to uphold the duties vested in me by the University of 
Toronto Act, 1971, which obliges members of the Governing Council to 
act with diligence, honestly, and with good faith in the best interests of 
the University. Any interests to be advanced while in office will be solely 
that of my constituents and none of my own.  
 
 

Lucy Cheung 
 
I am aware that many students feel a tad bit neglected by 
the university. By this I mean that students always seem to 
get the short end of the stick. Like during the CUPE strike, 
when students went weeks without grades. Or that 
psychological health issues are not addressed and 
processed in a timely manner. All these issues can be 
resolved with efficient solutions and a dedicated student 
who speaks out for all students at U of T. I am that student, 
for I am not afraid to defend the students at U of T.  Vote 
Lucy Cheung for measurable change. 

Janessa Duran 
 
Janessa Duran is a second year student specializing in Peace, Conflict, 
and Justice Studies and minoring in Computer Science. She grew up in 
Southern California before moving to Chile at 17. Janessa eventually 
moved to Toronto to begin her studies, and thus far, has been published 
in Woodsworth College’s undergrad journal, Vox, has interned at the US 
Consulate General, and was chosen as Ulife’s new member of the year 
for 2015. Janessa is running for the governing council in the hopes that 
she may become an active member in an operation integral to the 
University of Toronto. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ibraheem-aziz-b947bb67
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Paola Floro 
 
Since the beginning, I have worked hard in contributing 
positively to UofT and to the overall student experience. 
As First Year Representative at Loretto College, I 
developed leadership skills, learned from my peers and 
ultimately became a voice for first year St. Michael’s 
students. Similarly, my current role as Events Director for 
the Spanish Student Organization has allowed me to gain 
experience in budgeting, and planning of various social and 
academic events. I am hard-working and determined. If 
elected as student governor, I will use my acquired 
experience and commit to being the voice for all students. 
Thank you. 
 

Nick Grant 
 
Hello, my name is Nicholas Grant, and I’m interested in running for 
Governing Council because I believe it’s the next step forward, building 
on my experience working on student issues at UofT. I’m a three-time 
elected member of NCSC, and twice-elected to UTSU. I’m proud of 
fighting for students’ representation and increased transparency. I intend 
to keep fighting for these and can promise that I will be fully committed 
to this role, if elected. Please consider voting for Nicholas Grant. 
 

Austin Han 
 
Austin Han is the founder and CEO of the volunteer 
organization Toronto First Aid Network and the President 
of the University of Toronto First Aid Society. As a former 
City Youth Councillor of Toronto and a Toronto District 
School Board Trustee candidate, he is working hard to 
represent the interest of all students. Currently studying 
Computer Science and Human Biology as a 3rd year student 
at the University of Toronto, he would like to act as your 
representative in the Governing Council. Visit 
http://gc.austinhan.ca for more information. 
 

Dominick Han 
 
Hi everyone I’m Dominick Han and I’m an international student from 
China. I’m a second year student double-majoring in Computer Science 
and Life Sciences, and I’m running for the Full-Time Undergraduate 
Student seat. First time in the history that, us, international students are 
eligible to be on the Governing Council, but until now we still have less 
coverage in insurance plans, less scholarship availabilities, and it’s hard 
to just fit in the Canadian culture. As an international student myself, I 
have first-hand experience about these issues around campus and I will 
try my best to address and solve your problems. http://dominick-han.com 
 

http://gc.austinhan.ca/
http://dominick-han.com/
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Sasha Henry 
 
Vote SASHA HENRY for Governing Council! As a 
fourth-year English and Caribbean Studies student, and as 
an Executive of the Black Students’ Association, I have 
been active in New College and across the University in 
supporting students and building community. As a 
Governor, I want to address the quality and accessibility of 
education for students on all three campuses of the 
University. I will work to lower tuition fees, improve 
mental health services and academic accommodations, and 
challenge systemic racism and other forms of oppression 
within the institution. From February 8-19, 2016, vote 
SASHA HENRY for Governing Council. 

Luke Jeagal 
 
Our university, while great, is far from perfect. In the past few years, 
students have seen various issues and grievances surface, and actions 
being taken without our concerns heard, many of which have long been 
recurring. I am speaking specifically about the University's handling of 
last winter's strike of CUPE 3902 Units 1 and 3 (“TA strike”); the 
administration's refusal to divest from fossil fuels; enormous, 
disconnected Convocation Hall classes; and continuing tuition hikes 
among others. We would also benefit from more comprehensive services 
in mental health and support for sexual assault cases on campus. Vote 
Luke Jeagal for accountability. 
 
 

Marianne Alice Kalacynski 
 
My desire to be involved in and contribute to the 
University of Toronto prompted me to stand for election 
for the 2016 Governing Council. Because we spend four 
years of our lives within this community, I’d like to be a 
part of this opportunity that allows for students to have 
some say in what occurs. As an attentive, detailed, 
involved, outgoing, and concerned individual, I believe I’d 
positively contribute to the 2016 Governing Council if 
elected.Currently, I’m a first year with St Michael’s 
College, and I intend to double major in the humanities to 
one day become a teacher. 
http://kalaczyn.wix.com/personal 
 
 

Anntara Khan 
 
My name is Anntara Khan, I am a first year student and am running as a 
member of constituency one (department of art-sci). I represent many 
qualities such as honesty, perseverance, attentiveness, dedication, 
leadership, and discipline. I have previous experience in student body 
government as a member of Student’s Council in high school. Among 
my other experiences through which I have developed valuable skills 
such as organization, communication and flexibility are, Editor of School 
Newspaper, Student Council Liaison for Prom Committee and Girl’s 
Rugby Team. If I am elected I will try my best to make this university 
proud. 
 
 

http://kalaczyn.wix.com/personal
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Daniel Kim 
 
Addressing the increasing prevalence of mental health 
issues among students is key to my candidacy. At U of T, I 
am an active member of Students for Barrier-Free Access 
and a Peer Mentor with the English Language Learning 
program. I also have over 7 years of experience as a public 
worker at the Toronto Public Library. As a candidate for 
Toronto School Board Trustee in the 2014 municipal 
election, I gained insight from residents into student needs. 
With a strong track record in public service and experience 
with leadership, planning, organizing and problem solving, 
I want to become your advocate.  
 
 

Marc ‘Marlo’ Laurin 
 

The University of Toronto is Canada's oldest, largest, and highest ranked 
university. Therefore it is no simple task of upholding our reputation, 
delivering superior education and ensuring opportunities for learning and 
growth are available to students. I will ensure the interests of all students 
are represented when advocating on the issues that affect us. Engaging 
our community and promoting positive change through involvement, 
awareness and action is a top priority. My hope is that every student can 
enjoy and benefit from their educational experience here at the 
University of Toronto. www.votemarclaurin.com 
 
 

Pearl Mak 
 
Pearl Mak is a third year student specializing in Finance. 
With a business background, she is trained to incorporate 
innovation with practical analysis. As the Chief 
Publications Manager at MESA, she started UTSC’s first 
business review and injected new branding strategy in 
creating professional image for the publication. She 
believes in the power of opinion; that the council represents 
the voices of different individuals; that being a part of the 
council means servitude in providing better welfare for 
students. If change is necessary for students’ development, 
she hopes to be the initiator.  
 

Eglantina Moglica 
 
My name is Eglantina Moglica. I am a second year psychology and 
neuroscience major seeking your vote in securing a position as a full-
time undergraduate student representative.  As an immigrant, sister, part-
time employee, and full-time student, I feel well suited in understanding 
and advocating for the needs of a myriad of the student populace.  If 
elected, particular attention will be given to expanding accessibility for 
mental health services, minimizing obligatory student fees, improving 
access to health and dental coverage, and refining communication 
between executive staff and the student body.  Make your vote count by 
voting Eglantina Moglica into Governing Council.  
 

 
  

http://www.votemarclaurin.com/
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Fatima Mohamed 
 
My name is Fatima and I’m in my third year and studying 
Political Science and History. If elected as a member of the 
governing council, I will work to mend the relationship between 
all u of t campuses. I will lobby for the implementation of an 
indigenous peoples’ course as well an equity (social justice) 
course and recognizing their importance to the institution. I also 
advocated for mental health awareness and expansion of 
resources available to students. I hope to make a difference with 
your vote and achieve lasting change. Thank you for your time. 
 

Laban Mwangi 
 
I am an international student in the Faculty of Arts and Science seeking 
to major in Computer Science and Physics. I possess strong analytical, 
organizational and leadership skills developed and strengthened through 
various roles of leadership in high school and internships in a high 
performance corporate environment. Until recently, international 
students have not been eligible to vie for governing council positions 
depriving the university a unique perspective in governance. Given a 
chance, I will blend my international experience, personal competencies 
and skills to actively and honestly contribute to the governance of the 
University. Thanks as you choose to vote. 
https://www.facebook.com/Mwangi-LK-for-student-Governor-
1000572636684560/?skip_nax_wizard=true 
 

Abdulla Omari 
 
Hello, I am Abdullah Al-Umari, a second year political science 
student that has served as a Director for the UTMSU, UTSU, and 
The Varsity Publications through the 2015-2016 term. I am 
running to promote a reinvestment in the student experience 
across the three diverse campuses that make up UofT; focusing on 
Mental Health, Ancillary tuition costs and department based 
support systems for Arts Science Students. I hope to use the 
governance model to hold the Administration accountable as I 
have striven to as a Director, and give the perceptive of a Muslim 
Student to Governing Council.  
https://www.facebook.com/GoverningCouncilElection    
 
 
 
 

Danielle Rolfe 
 
Danielle is a Full-Time student at the University of Toronto Mississauga 
campus. On campus, Danielle is the Internal Associate and Conference 
Co-Chair for the UTM Undergraduate Economics Council (UEC). She is 
involved with UTMSU as a Clubs and Societies Auditor and a member 
of the Women’s Ice Hockey Team at UTM. She is interested in providing 
guidance on the University’s long term goals, based on the needs and 
desires of the student body in order to enhance the academic, social, and 
financial qualities of the students of UofT. Ms. Rolfe is in her second 
year pursuing her studies in Economics 
https://ca.linkedin.com/in/daniellerolfe 

https://www.facebook.com/Mwangi-LK-for-student-Governor-1000572636684560/?skip_nax_wizard=true
https://www.facebook.com/Mwangi-LK-for-student-Governor-1000572636684560/?skip_nax_wizard=true
https://www.facebook.com/GoverningCouncilElection
https://ca.linkedin.com/in/daniellerolfe
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Bingchen (Tony) Shan 
 
I am a third-year student, at the department of statistics. Over the 
past two years, I have taken on leadership roles in student clubs 
and other extracurricular activities. From first-hand experiences, I 
understand how uneasy it can be to transition into university from 
high school for both local and international students. I am running 
for governing council striving to improve our experiences on 
campus. Relying on my leadership skills and personal 
experiences, I would like to represent my fellow students on 
university matters, as an undergraduate student, undergraduate 
TA, and summer-time researcher. 

Daman Singh 
 
Hey UofT! I’m Daman Singh and I want to improve your university 
experience. I currently sit on both the UC Lit and the UTSU’s Board of 
Directors and use these positions to try to make the undergraduate 
experience for students as strong as it can possibly be. I want to help 
build on UofT’s world-class prestige while making sure that the 
university commits itself to fair and equitable policies for its students. 
Together, we can push for a stronger university, with fairer class sizes, 
better mental health resources, lower tuition, more opportunities for 
career development and much more. URL: http://damansingh.com/ 
 
 

Mike Dequan Tian 
 
My name is Mike Dequan Tian. I am an international student 
from China. I have been to Canada for almost 5 years. 
International students always pay approximately 5 times more 
than Canadian students for tuition. However, we never had any 
voice or representations in the Governing Council previously 
since holding the Canadian Citizenship was a requirement of 
nomination until this year. We are the minority of this university 
who has always held less rights and ignored by the Governing 
Council. As a member of this minority group, I think it is time to 
bring our voice in! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Tu 
 
When asked to describe herself with one word, Catherine responded with 
“unconventional.” Growing up with limited resources around her, 
Catherine always managed to find creative solutions for everything. 
Currently studying commerce, Catherine hopes to become an influential 
businesswoman, and by sharing her story, encourage those who are 
struggling to never give up. As an outside-of-the-box thinker Catherine 
can’t wait to start illuminating new ideas, and coming up with innovative 
methods that will make every student and staff member even more proud 
to be part of the University of Toronto. 

http://damansingh.com/
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Anif Wasif 
 
HELLO UofT! This is Anil Wasif and I wish to make UofT an 
even greater place for all. As an international student I feared 
running for such an honor, but Canadian values have convinced 
me to do so. My vision is looking through your eyes in order to 
advocate for lower food prices on campus, increased student 
employment across departments and a first year grade recovery 
scheme. Small but crucial changes, this is not all, I am always 
available for anything that you wish to share with me. I want to be 
your voice, your choice. Elect me at www.wasifforgovernor.com  
 

Gordon Xiong 
 
Being a governing council member is not to make any administration 
decision, but to review, assess and deliberate any matters brought up by 
the administration staff. Therefore, I will not promise anything specific 
to be done, because it is simply not part of the job. However, I am 
standing for my strong perspective on improving academic environment 
and alumni network for current students. And also, I will put in my best 
effort to make final exam grading details available through Crowdmark, 
with personal connection built in the governing council. Contact me 
anytime at gordon.xiong@mail.utoronto.ca. Our voices can be heard. 
 
 

Peter Zhang 
 
Hi my name is Peter Zhang and I’m a third year immunology and 
health & disease student at the University of Toronto St. George 
campus at New College. I am happy to announce that I am 
running for the Governing Council and I want to talk a bit about 
my experiences. I am currently serving on the NCSC as a Social 
Director and on the UTSU on its board of directors, representing 
New College. I am excited to be on the campaign trail this year 
getting to know more people so feel free to ask my questions 
along the way! 
 
 
 

http://lm.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wasifforgovernor.com%2F&h=bAQFe8l0U&s=1
mailto:gordon.xiong@mail.utoronto.ca

