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Examples of Student Aid Recipients
Comparing Assistance Levels in 2003-04 and 2006-07

SCENARIO 1:

Next year, ‘Susan’ will be a dependent university student living away from home in a
first year arts and science program. Both parents work, earing a total income of $50,000
and there will be one younger brother still at home. Next year, Susan will be eligible for
student aid of $11,227 which is $2,135 or 23% more than she would have received in
2003-04. She will receive $1,263 in an upfront grant which she wouldn’t have received
even the year before. In summary, Susan’s tuition went up by $188 while she received
$2,135 more in assistance and her debt remains the same at $7,000.

Another comparison shows that while Susan’s student assistance is up 23 per cent, her
tuition will increase by up a maximum of 4.5 per cent.

SCENARIO 2:

‘Mark’ will start a first-year college program, living in residence next fall. His parents
both work, earning a combined income of $40,000, and have a younger teenage brother
still living at home. In 2006-07, Mark will be eligible for $9,184 in total student aid, an
increase of more than 19 per cent or $1,451 over 2003-04. This will more than offset a
maximum tuition increase of $100. Mark will get $854 of his aid as an upfront grant. His
repayable debt will remain at $7,000.

SCENARIO 3: :

Next fall, Brian will leave home to begin his first year in an engineering program at
university. Finances could be tight as Brian’s parents’ earn a combined income of
$30,000 and support a younger sibling still at home. But in 2006-07, Brian will receive
up to $11,805 in student aid, a 26 per cent increase over the $9,350 he would have been
eligible for in 2003-04. What’s more, $6,000 of this aid will be an up-front grant, leaving
Brian with a repayable debt of $5,805, which is $1,195 less than in 2003-04.

SCENARIO 4:

Leslie plans to begin a first year engineering program at university next year and live in
residence. Her parents earn a combined income of $110,000 and have three children
attending postsecondary institutions. In 2006-07, Leslie will be entitled to $7,058 in
student assistance, up more than $3,000 over 2003-04 levels, while her tuition could
increase by about $500.

SCENARIO 5:

When he attends a first-year arts and science program at university next fall, Kyle plans
to continue living at home with his parents and younger sister to minimize expenses.
Together, his parents’ income totals $30,000 which makes him eligible for $7,419 in total
aid in 2006-07, a 16 per cent increase over the amount he would have received in 2003-
04. Since $4,372 of the assistance will come as an up-front grant to cover tuition, he’ll be
left with just $3,047 in repayable debt or more than 50 per cent below 2003-04 levels.



Despite the $188 tuition increase, Kyle will get through school with half the debt he
would have been left with in 2003-04. :

SCENARIO 6:

Karen, ready to start her second year of college next fall, lives at home with her parents
and sister. Her parents make a combined income of $70,000. In 2003-04, Karen would
not have been eligible for any student aid at all. In 2006-07, she’ll have access to $1,847
in total aid, of which $480 will be offered as an up-front grant. '



