UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
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CHARGES AND HEARING

1] 'The Trial Division of the University Tribunal held a hearing on April 5, 2011 (o consider
the following charges brought by the University of Totonto against Ms. P
under the Code of Behaviour on Academic Maiters, 1995 (“the Code”) laid against the
Student by letter dated February 18, 2011:

LIN 204

i, On May 13, 2008, you knowingly falsificd evidence required by the University
of Toronto, namely, a petition form seeking deferral of an unwritten University
of "Toronto Mississauga course examination in the course LIN 204, contrary to
Section B.1.1(a) of the Code.

2. In May 2008, you knowingly forged or in any other way altered or falsified a
document or evidence required by the University of Torento, or utlered,
circulated or made use of any such forged, altered or falsified document, namely,
a document that purported to be a death notice or memorial card for Gagendran
Kalaichelvan, which you submitted in support of your request for academic
accommodations or relief in the course LIN 204, contrary to Section B.L1(a) of
the Code.

3. In the alternative o the charges sel out above, in May, 2008, you knowingly
engaged in a form of cheating, academic dishonesty or misconduct, fraud or
misrepresentation not otherwise described in order to obtain academic credit or
other academic advantage of any kind by making false statements and submitting
falsified documents in support of your request for academic accommodation or
relief in the course LIN 204, contrary to Section B.13(b) of the Code,

PHT. 243

4, On May 13, 2008, you knowingly falsified evidence required by the University
of Toronto, namely, a petition form seeking deferral of an unwritten University
of Toronto Mississauga course examination in the cowrse PHL 243, confrary to
Section B.1.1(a) of the Code,

5. On or about May 26, 2008, you knowingly falsified evidence required by the
University of Toronto, namely, a letter submitted in support of your petition
secking first deferral of an unwritten University of Toronto Mississauga course
examination in the cowrse PHL 243, contrary to Section B.1.1{a) of the Code.

6. In May 2008, you knowingly forged or in any other way altered or falsified a
document or evidence required by the Universily of Toronto, or uttered,
circulated or made use of any such forged, altered or falsified document, namely,
a document that purported to be a death notice or memarial card for Gagendran




Kalaichelvan, which you submitted in support of your request for academic
accommodations or relicf in the course PHL 243, conlrary to Section B, 1{a) of
the Code.

In the alternative ta the charges set out above, in May 2008, you knowingly
engaged in a form of cheating, academic dishonesty or misconduet, frand or
misrepresentation not otherwise described in order to obtain academic credit or
other academic advantage of any kind by making false statements and submitting
falsified documents in support of your request for academic accommodation or
relief in the course PHL 243, contrary to Section B.1.3(b} o the Code.

SOC 222

On December 11, 2009, you knowingly falsified evidence required by the
University of Toronto, namely, a petition form seeking first deferral of an
unwritten University of Toronto Mississauga course examination in the course
SOC 222, contrary to Section B.1.I{a) of the Code,

On or about December 11, 2009, you knowingly falsified evidence required by
{he University of Toronto, namely, a letter submitted in support of your petition
seeking first deferval of an unwritten University of Toronto Mississatiga course
examination in the course SOC 222, contrary to Section B.L.1(a} of the Code,

. Between December 11 and 14, 2009, you knowingly forged or in any other way

altered or falsified a document or evidence required by the Universily of Toronto,
or utlered, circulated or made use of any such forged, altered or falsified
decument, namely, a document that purperted to be a death notice or memorial
card for A P , which you submitted in support of your
request for academic accommodations or reliel in the couwrse SOC 222, contrary
to Section B.1.1(a) of the Code.

. In the alternative to the charges set out above, between December |1 and 14,

2009, you knowingly engaged in a form of cheating, academic dishonesty or
misconduct, fraud or misrepresentation not otherwise described in order fo obiain
academic credit or other academic advantage of any kind by making false
statements and submitting Falsified documents in support of your request for
academic accommodation or refief in the course SOC 222, contrary to Section
B.1.3(b) of the Code. ‘

SOC 221

12,

On April 24, 2010, you knowingly falsified evidence required by the University
of Toronto, namely, a petition form seeking first deferral of an unwritten
University of Toronto Mississauga course examination in the course SOC 221,
contrary to Section B.1,1(a) of the Code,




13.

14.

Between April 24 and 28, 2010, you knowingly forged or in any other way
altered or falsified a dociment or evidence required by the University of Toronto,
or uttered, circulated or made use of any such forged, altered or falsified
document, namely, a document that purported to be a death notice or memorial
card for S P which you submitted in support of your
request for academic accommodations or relief in the course SOC 221, contrary
to Section B.L.1{a) of the Code,

In the alternative to the charges set out above, between April 24 and 28, 2010,
you knowingly engaged in a form of cheating, academic dishonesty or
misconduct, fraud or misrepresentation not otherwise described in order to obtain
academic credit or other academic advantage of any kind by making false
statements and submitting falsified documents in support of your request for
academic accommodation or relief in the cowrse SOC221, contrary to Section
B.L3(b) of the Code.

i2] The particulars of the offences charged are as follows:

15.

20,

25

At all material times, you were a registered student at the University of Toronio,
In Winter 2008, you were enrolled in LIN 204 H5 S — English Grammar and
PHL 243 S — Philosophy of Human Sexuality,

. On May 13, 2008, you submitted petitions to defer unwritten examinations in

PHL 243 and LIN 204. On each petition form you slated that you were late in
submitting your petition due to a death in your family. You knew this statement
was false.

. In support of these petitions you submiiled what purported to be a death

announcement in the name of G K. , which indicated a funteral
service was held at Green Lawn runeral Home m Jacksonville, Florida on May 8
and 9, 2008. You knowingly forged or ofherwise falsified this death
announcement.

. In support of your petition, you submitted a Ictier dated May 26, 2008, which

stated hat yowr petition was delayed because you were attending a funeral
Florida, This statement was false.

. You knowingly made these false statements and submiited these forged or

falsified documents in support of your request for academic consideration, or to
obtain an academic advantage of some other kind.

In Fall 2009, you were registered in SOC 222 H5 — Measuring Society.

On December 11, 2009, you submilted a petition form to defer an unwritten
course examination in SOC 222. Your petition stated that you wished to petition
this exam due to a death in the family. You knew this statement was false,




[3]

Ms. P was not present at the hearing. Prior {o the hearing, she provided
counse] for the University with an executed Consent in which she confirmed that she had
received a copy of the Notice of hearing dated April 5, 2011; that the University had
provided her with reasonable notice of this hearing; that she requests that this Tribunal
proceed in her absence; thal she waives her right to any further notice of these
proceedings; that she has signed an Agreed Stalement of Facts and a Joint Submission on
Penalty; that she does not wish fo attend or participate further in these proceedings; and
that she understands that, in her absence, the Tribunal may find that she has committed an
act or acts of academic misconduct and may impaose sanctions against her as set out in the
Code. Ms. P was not represented by counsel at the hearing,

AGREED STATEMENT OF FACTS & FINDING OF GUILT

[4]

At the outset of the hearing, the Tribunal was advised that the University had entered into

an Agreed Stalement of Facts with Ms, P~ - " ", That document is attached as
Appendix A to this decision. Pursuant to that Agreed Statement of Facts, Ms.
p pleaded guilty to all 14 charges filed by the Provost. The University
agreed thar, if the Tribunal convicted Ms, P . on charges 1 and 2, the

Provost would withdraw charge 3; that, if the Tribunal convicted her on charges 4-6, ihe
Provost would withdraw charge 7; that, if the Tribunal convicted her on charges 8-10, the
Provost would withdraw charge 11; and that, if the Tribunal convicted her on charges 12
and 13, the Provost would withdraw charge 14,

After reviewing the facts contained in the Agreed Statement of Facts, the Tribunal
deliberated and concluded that the facts form the foundation for a finding of guilt on
charges 1, 2, 4-6, 8-10, 12, and 13, and agreed to accept the guilty pleas in respect of
those charges.

JOINT SUBMISSION ON PENALTY & SANCTION

[6]

{7]

18]

The parlies submitled a Joint Submission on Penalty, in which it was jointly proposed
that Ms, P be given a final grade of zero in each of the courses LIN 204
HS S (English Grammar), PHL243S (Philosophy of Human Sexuality), SOCZ222H5
(Measuring Society), and SOC221H5S (The Logic of Social Inquiry); that she be
suspended from the University from April 5, 2011 until April 5, 2016; and that a notation
be made of the sanction on her academic record and transcript from the date of the Order
until April 5, 2016, That document is attached as Appendix B.

Tt was also jointly submitted that this case be reported to the Provost for publication of a
notice of the decision of the Tribunal and the sanction or sanction imposed in the
University newspapers, with Ms, P ’s name withheld.

There is a high threshold in order for the Tribunal to reject a Joint Submission on Penalty.
To meet this threshold, the Tribunal would have to be of the view that accepting the Joint
Submission on Penalty would bring the administration of justice into disrepute, The
Tribunal has concluded that this is not such a case, and that it is therefore appropriate to
accept the Joint Submission on Penalty.




{9

[10]

[11]

(12}

[13]

The Tribunal, in arriving at this conclusion, considered the factors that arc to govern iis
sanctioning decisions, as set out by Mr. Sopinka, as he then was, in The Universily of
Toronto and Mr. C., dated November 5, 1976, The Tribunal concluded that those factors
support the imposition of the penalty set out in the Joint Submission on Penalty in this
matter. Ms. P has admitted to submitling false information and falsified
documents to her professors on four distinct cceasions in an effort to defer her course
examingtions, She committed these offences in respect of two different courses in 2008,
and then again in respect of one course in 2009 and one course in 2010. The false
information she included in her petitions included, on each occasion, the statement that
there had been a death in her family. The falsified documents submitted in support of the
petitions included, on each occasion, fabricated death announcements, typically complete
with the name of the deceased, his or her photograph, and details about the funeral
service. Significantly, she has admitted that she knowingly provided this false
information and these forged or falsified documents to the University in order to obtain
an academic advantage and mislead her instructors, and with the expectation that the
instructors would rely on this information to their detriment and would provide her with
an academic advantage.

These are very serious offences to which Ms. P ~ has admitted. Providing
false information and falsified documents to a professor even once is a serious offence.
Ms. P "~ ''j has admitted to committing such acts on four distinet occasions
over a period ot two vears, In doing this, she atiempted 1o obtain an advantage for
herself, and acted to the detriment of her fellow students and of the University,

The Tribunal is of the view that the Joint Submission on Penalty calls for a penalty that is
clearly reasonable. The case law shows that the offences to which Ms, P

has admitted often lead to 5 year suspensions, and notations on transcripts for even longer
durations than the one proposed in the Joint Submission on Penaliy here (see, e.g,
Universily of Toronto and M.H., dated September 20, 2010; University of Toronto and
M.V, dated July 23, 2008; University of Toronio and I M. dated January 20, 2010; and
University of Toronto and B.R.N., dated February 28, 201 1).

Finally, the Tribunal finds that there is no reason to believe that the administration of
justice would be brought into disrepute by its accepting the Joint Submission on Penalty.
The Tribunal readily accepts that Ms. P has obtained or had the
opportunity to obtain independent legal advice in respect of this matter; that she has had
appropriate notice of the hearing and has requested that the hearing proceed in her
absence; and that she has signed both the Agreed Statement of Facts and the Joint
Submission on Penalty freely, voluntarily, and with knowledge of the polential
consequences she faces.

The Tribunal is accordingly of the view that the penalty outlined in the Joint Submission

~on Penalty is appropriate, and accepts the Joint Submission on Penalty. An Order to this

effect has been issued.




Daled at Toronto, this 10" day of June, 2011,

Sty

Ira Parghi, Co-Chair \k




APPENDIX A
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BETWEEN. {
i,

THE UMIVERSITY OF TORONTO

- and

AGREED STATEMENT OF FACTS I

1. This hearing arises out of charges of academic misconduct fited by the Prodost of the
|

University of Toronto (the “Provest”) under the Codo of Behaviour on Acadfmfr‘c Matlers

(*Code"). For the purposes of this hearing, the Provost and P . B | {(*Ms.
P ' "} have prepared this Agreed Stalement of Facls ("ASF") and a ;o]nt book of
documents ("JBD™). The Provost and Ms. P agraa that, :

i

(a) ench document contained in the JBD may be admittad into evidence at the Tribunal for al[fpurposes,
including to prave tho truth of tho documont's contants, without futher need to prove the docymaent: and

(b if 2 document indicates thal it was sent or received by someoris, thal is prima facie proof tl)at the
document was sent and roceived as indicatod.

[
!.
|
|
E
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A. Notice of hearing ,

2. Ms. P admits that she received a nolice of hearing for April 5, 201;&1, and that

‘
i

sha received reasonable notice of the hearing. The nolice of hearing is included in the JBD at

Tab 1.

e e e = e g

B. Chargeas and gulfty plea

1 Ms. P admits thal she received a copy of the charges filed by the Provostion
February 18, 2011, which are found at JBD Tab 2.
|

\

2. Ms. P _ has been advised and provided with the opportunity to seek indepdndent
legal advice, i;
3. Ms. P waives the ceading of the charges filed against her, and pleads guil}y to all 14

charges filed by the Provost. .
!
4. If the Tribunal convicts Ms, P on:

{a) charges 1 and 2, the Provost will withdraw charge 3,

{(b) charges 4 {o 6, the Provost will withdraw charge 7;

{c) charges B to 10, the Provost will withdraw charge 11, and

(d) charges 12 to 13, the Provost will wilthdraw charge 14,

|
7. Acopy of Ms, P ‘s academic record, dated February 10, 2011, is f?und in the
JBD at Tab 3. At all material times. Ms. Pt was a student member of the
Universily of Toronto, within the meaning of the Code of Bahaviaur on Acadamic M',‘afiera. Ma,

p acknowledges that the University Tribunal has jurisdiction over hebr and that

tha Codo of Bahaviour on Academic Malters applies lo her conducl
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1.

D. Offenses commmittad in PHL 243 5 — Phllosophy of Human Soxuality

C. Oienses cammitted In LIN 204 H5 S — English Grammsr !

in the winter lerm of 2008, Ms P rwas oenrolied in LIN 204 H5 S ~ Engfisrlframmar,
which was taught by Prof. Daniel Hall ('English Gramimar") A copy of the course syllabus in
Engllsh Grammar is included in the JBD at Tab 4. i

On May 13, 2008, Ms. P submittad a patition to defer an unwnitton examiljalion in
English Grammar. Ms. Pt admils that she knew this petition contained false
infarmation, including. but not limited to the atatoment that she was lale in submitting her i)etilion
dua ta a death in her family, A copy of this petition is included in the JBD at Tab 5. ‘

3

{

In support of har petition, Ms. P submitted what purported fo be a death f
announcemant in the name of G K. . which indicated that a funeral safvice had
been held at Greenlawn Funeral Home in Jacksonvitie, Florida on Mav 8 and May 9, 2008. A copy
of this death announcement is included in the JBD at Tab 6 Ms P admit? that she

g

knowingly forged or otherwise falsified this death announcement. l

11. In the winter term of 2008, Ms. P was enrolled in PHL 243 S5 - Phi!oaoph\i of Human
I

Sexuality, which was taught by Prof. Thierman ("Philosophy of Human Sexudglity”). A cogly of the

course syltabus in Philosophy of Human Sexuality 1s included in the JBD at Tab 7

i
12. On May 13, 2008, Ms. P submitted a petition to defer an unwiritten exarnirfmatlon in

13. In support of her pelition, Ms. P submitted a letler dated May 26, 2008. Ms. |
P

Philosophy of Human Sexuality. Ms, P admits that she knew this pelitior] contained
false information, including, but not limiled to the statement that she was late in submit‘tinq her
pelition due to a death in her family, A copy of this petition is included in the JBD at Tab 8

admits (hat she knew this lelter contained false information, Including, but fot iimited

to the slatement that she was late in submitting her petition because she had been attending F funeral
in Fiotida. A copy of this petition is included in the JBD at Tab'9, '
14. Also in support of her petition, Ms. P . submitted what purported to be a depth

announcement in the name of G K which indicated that & funeral sefvice had

been hald at Greenlawn Funeral Home in Jacxsonville, Florida on May 8 and May 9, 2008, A copy
of this death announcement is included in the JBD at Tab 10. Ms. b1 udmils that she
knowingly forged or otherwise falsified this death announcement.

Catmem s L e
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E. Offences commifted in SOC 222 H5 — Measuring Sociofly

1

|

\.
f

In the fall term of 2008, Ms. P was enrolled in SOC 222 HS — Measuring $ociely,
which was {aught by Prof Weiguro Zhang ("Measuring Sociely”). A copy of the course syllabus in
Measuring Society is mcluded in the JBD at Tab 11,

On December 11, 2009, Ms. P submitted a petilion to defer an unwritten ‘
examination in Measuring Society,. Mas. P admils that sha knaw this petiéan
contained false information, including, bul not limided to the statement that thers had beer} a death in
her family. A copy of thig petition is included in the JBD at Tab 12. }

3

L

In support of her pelition, Ms. P submitted a letter dated December 11, 2008,  Ms.
P admils that she knew this letter contained false information, including, But not
fimited to the statement that she had been tunable to attend the examination "due to a tradic death in
her farmily.” A copy of this petition is included in the JBD at Tab 13, ‘

Also in support of her petition, Ms. P submilted what purporled lo be a dei’ﬂh
announcement i the name of A & which indicated that a funeral service
would be held at Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home & Gremation Services in Keystone Heiglits, Florda
on Decembaer 11 and December 12, 2009, A copy

|
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of this death announcement ig included in the JBD at Tab 14. Ms, P4 'f,admits that
she knowingly forged or otherwise falsified this death announcament.

F. OWsnces committed in SOC 221 H5 8 — The Loglc of Social Inguiry

/
19, In the winter term of 2010, Ms P - was enrolled in SOC 221 H58 l
— Tha Logic of Social Inquiry, which was faught by Prof. Barry Green ("The Logip of Social
Inquiry’}. A copy of the course syllabus in The Logic of Social Inguiry is included injthe JBD at

Tab 15,

1. On Apni 24, 2010, Ms P submitted a petition to deler an unwniien examilvalion in
The Logic of Socal Inquiry. Ms. P admils {hat she knew this pelition corlained
false information, including, but not limited to the statement that her aunt had disd in a cat accidant
on April 19, 2010, and thal Ms. P had attended a funeral service in Flond§ A copy

of thig patition ig included in the JBD at Tab 16 I
3

2 In suppont of her pelition, Ms. P submitted what purported to be a dealh '
annotncement in the name of & P . which indicated that a funerai sdrvice had
heen held at Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home & Cremalion Services in Keystone Heights, Florida on
April 22, April 23 and April 24, 2010. A copy of this death apnouncement Is mcluded in nfa JBD ut
Tab17, Ms P admits that she knowingly forged or otherwisa falsified thi death

announcement

G. Gonaral Admissions

22. With respect to all of the false information, forged or falsified documentg that Ms
Puvanandirarajah provided to the University, Ms. P admits that she, knowingly
provided them to the University: '
{a) in order to abtain an academic advantage:

{b) to mislead the instructors; and

(c} expecting that the instructors would rely on this information to their detriment and would pnfbvide her
with an academic advaniage.
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1.

ak
Signed on March 3}” 2011

|

On September 30, 2010, My, P met with Sandra Speller, Assistont chlsirar
{Academic Standards & Examinations), to discuss the supporting docurnentation Ms
P had submitted in petitions for deferred examinations.  During this meeﬁng, Ms.
P admitted thot she had provided false information and documentation fot' hor
petitons tor deferred exama in English Grammar, Philosophy of Human Soxunlity, Measujing

|

Socioty and The Logic of Soclal Inquiry. i
[

On January 10, 2011, My, P met with Professor Catherine Sequin, Deary
Designate for Asadamic Integrity, to discuss the allegation thal Ms, P had violated
the Code of Bohaviour on Academic Matters. During this meoting, Ms. i . igned an

acknowledgement thal she was gullty of committing forgery in rolation to the courses of Ehglish
Grammayr, Philosophy of Human Sexualily, Measuring Society and The Logic of Soclal Inguiry. This
admission is included in the JBD at Tab 18

!
Ms. P acknowladgos that she is signing this ASF fraely and voluntanly, kdowing of
the potential consegquences she faces Ms. P . has been advised and providod with
the opportunity to susk indapandent tegal aduice

Ms. P acknowledges that the Provos! haa provided her with no assurancgs
ragiarding what sanclion she may request the Tribunal to impose in this case

.4{
p p Signed oniMarch 8°,

2011.

\QO‘O@( ( /\ (j@_nr’vc\
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Robert A, Canta Assistant Disciplina Cou'fmal
University of Toronta -
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BETWEEN

THE UNMIVERSITY OF TORONTO

- and

JOINT SUBWISSION ON PENALTY

1. For the purposes of the sanction phase of this heating undor the Codes of Belisviour on A¢ademic

Matters (*Code"), the University of Toronto {the "University”) and P P
(“Ms. F " "y have prepared this Joint Submission on Fenally. '
2. The Provost and Ms. P submut that the appropriale penatly in all the circujnstances

of the case is thal the University Tribunal impose the following sanctions on Mg P

{8) a final grado of zaro in sach of the following courses

{1i) LIN 204 H6 S — English Grammar, !

(i) PHL 243 S - Philosophy of Human Sexualty,

{iii} SOC 222 H5 - Measuring Society; and

782866_2 DOC
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{iv) SOC 221 H5 S — The Logic of Social Inquiry;

(b) a suspanasion from the University from April 5, 2011, until April 5, 2016,

{c) 8 notation of the sanction on her academic record and transcript frorn the date of the Orddr until April
5, 2016,

3 The parties agree that this case shall be reponted to the Provost for publication o(|a notice of

the dacision of the Tribunal and the sanction or sanclion imposed in the University nbwspaperb

with the name of the student withheld.

A. Agreed facls submitted in support of the Joint Submisaion on Penaltly

1. For the purposes of the sanction phase of this hearing, the Provost and Ms. P - have
agreed on certain additional facts that may be considered by the Tribunal in connection wth the

Joint Submission on Penalty.

2. Ms. P has no prior academic offences and admitted guilt at the Dean's mpeling.
.'
3 Ms. P has been enrolled at the University of Toronfo since 2003. She hag
accumulated 8.0 academic credits and earned a cumulative GPA of 1.47  Atthe time of the
offences, Ms. P was on academic probation. Currenlly. Ms. P is

under a 1-year academc suspension (May 1, 2010 - April 30, 2011) due to her low GPA )

4 Ms. P suffers from daprassion Al the lime she commilted the offences, apd
currentiy, she is under medical care,

5 Ms. P acknowledges that she has signed this JSP freely and voluntarily, inowing of
the potential consequences she faces. Ms. P has bean advised and proyided with

the opportunity to seek independent legal advice

782860_2 DOC
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