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CONFIDENTIAL 

UNIVERSITY OF 'l'OIOHTO 

'l'HE COVERNIRC COUNCIL 

UPOI.T R'IJMIER 104 OF 'l'HE ACADEMIC APPEALS BOARD 

September 26th. 1986 

To the Academic Affair■ CoaDittee, 
Univer1ity of Toronto. 

Your Board report ■ that it held a hearing on Friday, 
September 26th, 1986 at 2:00 p.m., in the Board Room, Simcoe Hall at which 
tha following were p'C'eaene: 

Profe11or J. B, Dunlop (In the Chair) 
Ml<, M,Bilaniuk 

Profe11or A, Sherk 

Profe11or'K~ s. Pang 
Mrs. J. R. Randall Ma. Irene Birrell, Secretary 

In Attendance: 

Mr. K• 
Mr. Jame• Egan, Downtown Legal Service, 
Dean A. Richard Ten Cate, Faculty of Denti1try 

THE FOLLOWING ITEM IS ll!PORT!D FOR INFORMATION 

On September 26th, 1986 the the Academic Appeal, Board 
heard the appeal of Mr./<. from a deci1ion of the Academic Appeall 
Committee of the Faculty of Dentistry refusing him further regi1tration in 
the Faculty. The appellant reque1ted permi11ion to write 1upplemental 
examination, in three didactic cour1e1 and one pre-clinical courn which he 
had failed during his firat year in 1985-86. In the alternative, the 
appellant •ought permiaaion to repeat the four cour1es as a part-time 
student or to repeat the year. The dee is ion of the Board i.a that the 
appeal should be allowed and the appellant 1hould be permitted to repeat 
first year but not until the academic year 1987-88. The Board allo make, 
it a condition of thi• right to repeat that the appellant 1ucce1sfully 
complete one univer1ity-level Engli1h cour1e. 

The appellant ba1ed his appeal on compa11ionate 
grounds, The appellant had come co Canada from Hong Kong and ha! et cended 
high school here before enrolling at the Univer1ity of Waterloo in fir1t 
year science in 1984-85. Re entered denti1try in 1985. Hi■ primary aource 
of income while a 1tudent had been hi• father, a Rong Kong bu1ine1aman. 
However, in the 1U1111er of 1985 hi• father'• bu1ine11 become inaolvent and 
the appellant cea■ed to have any income from that 1ource. Re and his 
1i1ter, who allo live, in Toronto; had to go to work to earn their living, 
Apart from thi1 financial burden, the family difficultie• created 

. 1ignificant emotional 1tre11. It is the Board'• under1tanding chat the 
Appeal• Co-ittee of the Faculty of Denti1try was never fully informed of 
the appellant'• problem in thi• re1pect. 

There i.1 alao evidence that the appellant'• facility in 
the. Engliah language, e1pec1ally in written form, wa1 inadequate. Although 
he had gone to high 1chool and univer1ity in Canada hi• tran1cript1 
diacloae that all of hia couuu in Grade 13 and in firat year at the 
Univeraity of Waterloo were in mathematics and 1cience. A regulation of 
the. Faculty of Dentiacry provide• that 

all applicant• who1e fir1t language i, not 
Engli1h and who have studied in an Enlliah 
language 1chool 1y1tem for four year, or lea, 
are required to achieve an appropriate 1tandard 
in a recognized teat of Engli1h facility • 
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Al though the appellant I s firat language was Chinese and 
although be had not spent four years in the Ontario school ayatem he had 
not been required to fulfill thia obligation, lt ia euy to underatand how 
the requirement vaa overlooked, Nevertheleaa, although it can be said that 
the regulation exiata for the benefit of the Faculty in-uaeaaing 
applicants it can alao be ••id to affo1:d the applicant protection against 
embarking on a ~ou~•• of at:udiea for whi~h he or ahe ia not aquippad. Th~ 
Boa1:d felt the fact that the appellant had not h.S this proceccion va, an 
additional reason for giving the appellant another opporcunity. lt va, 
also the reason tbat the loa1:d attachld tba condition of aatiafactory 
completion of a univeraity-level Engliah courae. The Board alao auggeata 
that the appellant would be well adviald to take a univeraity-level biology 
course before proceeding to repeat firat-year dentiatry. 

Secretary 
November-19th, 1986 

The appeal ia allowed. 
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Chairman 
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