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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 

REPORT NUMBER 117 OF THE ACADEMIC APPEALS BOARD 

April 20th, 1988 

To the Academic Affairs COlllllittee, 
Univ•r•ity gf Turontu• 

Your Board reports that it held a hearing on wednesday, 
April 20th, 1988 at 2:00 p.m., in the Board Room, Simcoe Hall, at which the 
following were preaent: 

Profe••or J.B. Dunlop (In the Chair) 
Profeaaor F. Flahiff 
Mra. J. Philpott 
Mr. D. Power 
Profeaaor JA Slater 

Ma. Susan Girard, Governing Council Secretariat 

In Attendance: 

Mr. D., appellant 
Hr. Roliert Sider, Downtown Legal Services, counsel for the appellant 
Professor Eleanor Irwin, Associate Dean (Academic) 

THE FOLLOWING ITEM IS REPORTED FOR INFORMATION 

At a meet~g on April 20th, 1988, the Academic Appeals Uoard 
heard the appeal of Mr. u .. _ from a decision of the 
Subcommittee on Academic Appeals of Scarborough College dismissing his 
appeal for late withdrawal from CHMA02Y, Introductory Chemistry. The 
appellant had failed the course in the winter session of 1982. He later 
passed an equivalent course and received a three-year B.Sc. degree in 
1986, His interest in withdrawal at this late date is rooted in his desire 
to apply to a faculty of dentistry. He feels a failure un h.l.li transcript 
will cause difficulty. The appeal was based on compassionate grounds, The 
decision of the Board is that, while the appellant deserves both sympathy 
and credit, the appeal should be dismissed, 

The appellant's father died in September 1980 when the 
appellant was in Grade 12. The appellant had great difficulty adjusting to 
his father's death, as did his mother and two sisters, and whereas 
previously he had consistently achieved an average of 70-75% in his school 
work, 1n Grade 13 it fell to 6·o. 7%. Contributing to the problem was his 
decision to work for 20 hours weekly while continuing his studies to help 
support the family. He was granted admission to part-time studies at the 
College following an appeal on. compassionate grounds. 

The appellant worked 40 hours weekly in his first year at 
Scarborough at various jobs - painting, landscaping, baby sitting - and did 
three courses in the evening. His mother was very dependent on him. His 
two aiatera were alao students. One of his courses was Introductory 
Chemistry, which he failed. His other marks were c- and D. 

The appellant took two more courses in the summer of 1983 
and four the folluwiug year. He continued this pattern until, by the 
spring of 1986, he satisfied the requirements of a three-year B.Sc. degree 
with a major _program in biolo«v. 

Oradually hie <;.ircum•~•nces improved, The family became 
Qore adjusted, his sisters.finished their education and went to work. The 
appellant's grades also improved. His grades in the 1985 winter session on 
4.5 courses were A-, B+, B-, C+ and c. 

The appellant in 1986-87 completed a further five courses in 
Fine Arts with a·sessional CPA of 3.31 and is taking a full load again this 
year. He remains intent, ·however, on applying to dentistry • 
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'there is mo doubt the appellat deHrna put credit for 
bis contribution to bis faaily welfare ill da of atr... aad for bla 
per■evenace vbich bu cercalnly Nell rewarded. !lie Board ballevu Cbe 
appellallt would baw bad a better record lf be had Dot aperieDced tbe 
tribulatlou tbat befell hill aDd bis fa.Uy. !lie loard feel• mre mat an 
adaiaaion coalttee. poaa•••ed of tbe ..,.. lDforaauon. vcmld take tbe aa• 
Yi-• 

!lie fact naalu tbat the appellaDt UHHed hi• situation 
ill 1982, decided t:bat ill t:be circuaatuces be could aa11ap tbree couraes, 
alld undertook tbia lillited progr-. Be contiDued it for Cbe full y-r • 
although there vu an opport:ullley to Withdraw aa late u February vben he 
had Cbe ruulu of a ChriatllU tHt aad lab teats to iDfora hi• that be was 
not doiag well. Bia judgment proved vroag. The Board does 1101: believe it 
would be appropriate to rewrite tbe record aeveral :,-rs later to illply 
that Clu.e did DOt bappoa. 

'the appropriate vay of dealiag With the record. in the 
Board'• opinioD, 1& to explain it, not alter it - to euure that an 
adlliaaiou conittee or a potential eaplo:,er bu all tbe relevant 
infoniatio11. They can, the Board belie•••• be trusted to give the 
appellant tbe credit be deaerves. 

Secretary Cbairaan 
May 10th, 1988 
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